
San Diego Superior 
Court

Liaison Visit, August 2019



Demographics
• 3.3m population (2nd largest in 

California)
• 4,526 sq. Miles
• ≈ 451,000 filings



Resources
• 135 Judges (no vacancies)
• 19 Commissioners (3 vacancies)
• $180m annual budget
• 1161 employees
• 7 court locations



Courthouses
Central Courthouse Juvenile Courthouse



Central Courthouse Juvenile Courthouse



Central Courthouse
• 71 Courtrooms
• 22 stories, 389 feet 

tall
• Occupied in Feb. 

2018



Stained glass 
window from 1889 

courthouse



Cornerstone for 1961 Courthouse



Safe which held cash 
and important court 
documents in late 
1800’s in San Diego’s 
justice court





Innovative Programs
• Community outreach
• Triage assessment unit
• Two-track drug diversion



Community Outreach
• Courthouse Tour Program
• High school mock trial competition
• Justice 101
• Passport to Life
• You Be the Judge
• Youth in Court Day
• On My Honor
• Color of Justice
• Special Tours 
• Every 15 Minutes
• Court Clergy Conference



You Be the Judge
• Students given fact pattern of real 

case and asked to decide the 
sentence

• 5th – 12th grade
• >1500 students participated in 

2018-19 school year



Justice 101
• High school seniors
• Enhances American government curriculum
• Presentation by judge about topics relevant 

to students
• Q&A session including importance of jury 

service
• ≈ 3,400 students from 16 schools in 2018-19 

school year



Color of Justice
• Collaboration with National Association 

of Women Judges
• Informs students from at-risk schools 

about legal careers
• Panel discussion and mentoring 

sessions
• 155 students participated in 2018-19 

school year



Passport to Life
• Collaboration with probation, Office of 

Education, local schools, DA, and PD
• Aimed at 14-24 years old probationers (or 

those at risk of being on probation)
• Parents also encouraged to participate
• All day event, including interactive 

workshops, exhibitors, motivational speakers
• 941 participants in 2019



Julie Myres, 
Court Outreach Coordinator    



Thank you!
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