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Executive Summary 
The Budget Act of 2016 allocated $25 million to the judicial branch to promote court 
innovations and efficiencies through the Court Innovations Grant Program. The Budget Act of 
2016 requires the Judicial Council to report to the Legislature no later than September 30, 2017 
and each year thereafter the progress on that program and its projects. This year’s report was 
submitted as required. 

Relevant Previous Council Action 

These reports have been submitted to the Legislature annually since 2017, as required. Previous 
reports are available at www.courts.ca.gov/7466.htm. 

Analysis/Rationale 
The annual submission of this report to the Legislature is required under the Budget Act of 2016, 
which allocated $25 million to the judicial branch to promote court innovations and efficiencies 
through a grant program. Of this $25 million, $12 million was earmarked for collaborative 
courts; $8 million for family, juvenile, and self-help programs; and $5 million for other 
efficiencies. Five percent ($1.25 million) was authorized to administer and evaluate the program. 

http://www.courts.ca.gov/7466.htm
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Fiscal Impact and Policy Implications 
Because this program is grant funded, it makes no fiscal impact on the Judicial Council. The 
program is fully aligned with ongoing Judicial Council policy to support innovation and 
efficiency in the judicial branch. 

Attachments and Links 
1. Attachment A: Report on the Court Innovations Grant Program (September 30, 2019) 
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