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Executive Summary 

The Governing Committee of the Center for Judicial Education and Research (CJER) 
recommends approving the 2018–2020 Education Plan, effective July 1, 2018. Through the work 
of its standing curriculum committees, the CJER Governing Committee developed this plan for 
CJER education programs and products that will enable its judicial branch constituencies to 
fulfill the education requirements and expectations outlined in rules 10.451–10.491 of the 
California Rules of Court. 

Recommendation 

The CJER Governing Committee reviewed and unanimously approved the education plan for 
fiscal years 2018-2020 and now recommends that the Judicial Council approve the plan, 
effective July 1, 2018. With Judicial Council approval, the CJER Governing Committee and 
CJER staff will initiate the education and training they are required and expected to deliver to 
the multiple judicial branch audiences they serve. The entire plan—including 
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target audience(s), delivery method, frequency of delivery, and the respective curriculum 
committee—is attached at pages 5-14. 

Previous Council Action 

In 2009, at the direction of the Judicial Council’s Executive and Planning Committee (E&P), 
the CJER Governing Committee streamlined its committee structure to include nine curriculum 
committees with specific subject matter and audience expertise (e.g., Criminal Law Curriculum 
Committee, Family Law Curriculum Committee, etc.). The committees submit 
recommendations to the CJER Governing Committee for a two-year education plan in their 
areas. The Governing Committee oversees the curriculum committees and the execution of all 
the education it approves for the judicial branch; it also makes modifications in the plan as 
circumstances warrant (e.g., reduction in funding or staffing, emerging issues requiring new 
training). This model provides accountability to the Judicial Council for judicial branch 
education as well as the costs associated with that education.  

 
At the conclusion of each two-year education plan (2010–2012, 2012-2014, 2014-2016), the 
CJER Governing Committee has reported to the Judicial Council on the plan’s execution and 
success. The CJER Governing Committee will be reporting to the Judicial Council after the July 
2018 conclusion of the current 2016–2018 Education Plan.   

Rationale for Recommendation 

Approving the 2018–2020 Education Plan will enable the CJER Governing Committee and 
CJER staff to fulfill their primary mission of developing and delivering education to the judicial 
branch. Included in this education plan are all the live programs and courses, as well as the 
multiple distance-education products—such as videos, Webinars, online courses, podcasts, and 
publications—developed for justices, judges, subordinate judicial officers, appellate 
clerk/administrators, court executive officers, and appellate and trial court management and 
staff. This plan maps out the education and training CJER will develop and deliver to the 
judicial branch from July 1, 2018, through June 30, 2020, and includes: 

· 247 statewide courses 
· 78 regional courses (including the Qualifying Ethics core course) 
· 35 webinars 
· 35 video products, all lengths and formats 
· 8 podcasts 
· 12 online courses 
· 26 updates to online course 
· 16 publication updates 
· bench tools and job aids produced on an as-needed basis. 

 
As previously, this document itemizes the length, number, areas of content emphasis, and target 
audience for all the high-cost items, that is, the live statewide education events, including primary 
assignment orientations, institutes, New Judge Orientation and the Judicial College. The 
Education Plan also lists the specific number of, and anticipated audience for, the lower-cost live 
courses like regionals and webinars, and the recorded distance education products for judicial 
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officers and court personnel, including videos, podcasts and online tutorials and courses. 
 
However, unlike in the past, the 2018-2020 Education Plan does not specify the content details for 
the lower-cost items; instead, the Plan specifies the numerical capacity of such products over the 
two-year period. In other words, the Education Plan maps out all the education that CJER will 
provide, but does not specify the title of each course or product. This reflects an adjustment in the 
education development process that streamlines Governing Committee approvals, and enhances 
the just-in-time responsiveness of the education content.  On average, there are 125 changes in 
California statutory law every year. Potentially, each one of those changes can pose a new 
educational need that the Curriculum Committees could not have anticipated. Listing capacity 
instead of specific topics enhances CJER’s flexibility and responsiveness without impacting 
budgetary planning or Governing Committee oversight. 
 
The content details for each lower-cost product will be developed on an ongoing basis, using, as 
CJER always has, the topics developed and prioritized by the curriculum committees.  Specific 
topics, faculty and delivery methods will be reported to the Governing Committee at their 
meetings every three months, as part of a detailed Education Implementation Plan that tracks the 
content details for lower-cost live and recorded distance education products as those are finalized.  
 
The process has a high degree of transparency and review by judicial officers as well as court 
leadership who belong to both the CJER Governing Committee and the CJER curriculum 
committees.1 

Comments, Alternatives Considered, and Policy Implications 

In developing the education plan, the Governing Committee sorted through the various 
educationally effective and cost-efficient alternatives for meeting the educational needs and 
priorities identified by the curriculum committees.  
 
The curriculum committees identified the needs specific to their audiences by: 

· reviewing attendance at live courses; 
· reviewing the currency and relevance of the online curriculum represented in the 

appropriate CJER Online Toolkits;  
· reviewing analytics on the usage of existing online products; 
· identifying gaps in the current curriculum; 
· anticipating emerging educational needs. 

 
Under the leadership of the individual chairs, the committees determined priorities among the 
needs they identified, indicated possible delivery methods, and submitted those recommendations 
to the Governing Committee.  
 
The Governing Committee considered the nine sets of recommendations, and applied a cost-
benefit analysis to the high-cost items to confirm that the educational effectiveness of these items 
outweighed their high costs.2 Not surprisingly, multiday statewide events held at an off-site 

                                                           
1 The full set of committee rosters is in Attachment B. 
2 The cost-benefit analysis is in Attachment A. 
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facility such as a hotel (e.g., the Civil Law Institute) ranked highest in cost and often in priority. 
Other education products, such as webinars or podcasts, rank in the medium- to low-cost range. 
These lower-cost products are inexpensive to produce but the content developed is 
commensurate to live 60- or 90-minute classes. However, the high-cost items have far greater 
educational impact than distance education (live or recorded). The Governing Committee 
approved the high-cost items recommended by its curriculum committees.  
 
In sum, the 2018–2020 education plan fulfills the educational needs of the various judicial 
branch audiences that the CJER Governing Committee serves. 

Implementation Requirements, Costs, and Operational Impacts 

To fund the current 2016-2018 education plan, the CJER Governing Committee needed to 
bridge a financial gap of approximately $144,000 in the first fiscal year and approximately 
$153,000 in the second year. These shortfalls were due to the programming costs required for 
live statewide judicial education, and would have negatively impacted CJER’s ability to offer 
education to experienced judicial officers.  
 
Starting in October 2016, the Governing Committee instituted a Program Cost Reimbursement 
of $50 per day for all non-mandated live judicial education courses and programs, excluding 
New Judge Orientation, the Judicial College, and the Primary Assignment Orientation courses. 
The Program Cost Reimbursement abates a portion of the program costs paid by CJER for the 
benefit of the participants (i.e., lodging, meals, faculty costs).  
 
Participants appear to accept the reimbursement costs; those programs have shown no evidence 
of reduced enrollment.  After closely watching the effects of the PCR since October 2016, CJER 
Governing Committee has concluded that the reimbursement: 

· represents a manageable cost for judges,  
· enables CJER to continue to deliver education for experienced judges, a crucial 

audience, and  
· eliminates the need to further reduce education in the areas where judges serve our most 

vulnerable populations, such as children and the elderly.  
 
Crucially, the Program Cost Reimbursement prevents fluctuating costs of new judge education 
from undermining funds for experienced judge education. The 2018-2020 education plan 
requires the continued implementation of this independent funding for experienced judge 
education, at the same relatively modest level of a $50 Program Cost Reimbursement per day.   
 
The CJER Governing Committee has crafted a two-year education plan that meets the education 
needs of the judicial branch and can be fully funded based upon CJER’s current budget. 

Attachments 

1. 2018–2020 Education Plan, at pages 5-14 
2. Attachment A: Cost Benefit Analysis for Live Face-to-Face Statewide Education Programming 
3. Attachment B: Rosters of the CJER Governing Committee and CJER Curriculum Committees 



Content
Recommended 

Delivery 
Method/ Venue

Frequency

Plan
Year  

2018-
2019

Plan
Year  

2019-
2020

Curriculum 
Committee

B.E. Witkin Judicial College of 
California

Held Offsite 10 days once a 
year

Governing 
Committee

B.E. Witkin Judicial College of 
California

Held Offsite 10 days once a 
year

Governing 
Committee

New Judge Orientation 1/8 5 days 7-10 times 
per year

Governing 
Committee

New Judge Orientation 2/8 5 days 7-10 times 
per year

Governing 
Committee

New Judge Orientation 3/8 5 days 7-10 times 
per year

Governing 
Committee

New Judge Orientation 4/8 5 days 7-10 times 
per year

Governing 
Committee

New Judge Orientation 5/8 5 days 7-10 times 
per year

Governing 
Committee

New Judge Orientation 6/8 5 days 7-10 times 
per year

Governing 
Committee

New Judge Orientation 7/8 5 days 7-10 times 
per year

Governing 
Committee

New Judge Orientation 8/8 5 days 7-10 times 
per year

Governing 
Committee

New Judge Orientation 1/8 5 days 7-10 times 
per year

Governing 
Committee

New Judge Orientation 2/8 5 days 7-10 times 
per year

Governing 
Committee

New Judge Orientation 3/8 5 days 7-10 times 
per year

Governing 
Committee

New Judge Orientation 4/8 5 days 7-10 times 
per year

Governing 
Committee

New Judge Orientation 5/8 5 days 7-10 times 
per year

Governing 
Committee

New Judge Orientation 6/8 5 days 7-10 times 
per year

Governing 
Committee

New Judge Orientation 7/8 5 days 7-10 times 
per year

Governing 
Committee

New Judge Orientation 8/8 5 days 7-10 times 
per year

Governing 
Committee

Appellate Justices Orientation 1 day as needed Appellate

Statewide Programs and Courses
NEW JUDGE EDUCATION AND JUDICIAL ASSIGNMENT ORIENTATION 
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Content
Recommended 

Delivery 
Method/ Venue

Frequency

Plan
Year  

2018-
2019

Plan
Year  

2019-
2020

Curriculum 
Committee

  Civil Law Basic Orientation (PAO)                                                                     PAO - Winter 4.5 days once a 
year 

Civil

Civil Law Basic Orientation (PAO)                                      PAO - Winter 4.5 days once a 
year 

Civil

Orientation for Experienced Civil 
Law Judges  (PAO)

  

PAO/EAC - 
Spring

 3 days once a 
year  

Civil

Orientation for Experienced Civil 
Law Judges (PAO)

PAO/EAC - 
Spring

 3 days once a 
year  

Civil

Limited Jurisdiction, Small Claims & 
Unlawful Detainer Orientation (PAO)                                           

    

PAO - Fall 3 days once a year  Civil

Limited Jurisdiction, Small Claims & 
Unlawful Detainer Orientation  

 

PAO - Fall 3 days once a year  Civil

CEQA Overview EAC/PAO - 
Winter

2 days once a year Civil

CEQA Overview EAC/PAO - 
Winter

2 days once a year Civil

Criminal Law Orientation (PAO) 1/3 PAO - Fall 4.5 days 3 times a 
year

Criminal

Criminal Law Orientation (PAO) 2/3 PAO - Winter 4.5 days 3 times a 
year

Criminal

Criminal Law Orientation (PAO) 3/3 PAO/EAC - 
Spring

4.5 days 3 times a 
year

Criminal

Criminal Law Orientation (PAO) 1/3 PAO - Fall 4.5 days 3 times a 
year

Criminal

Criminal Law Orientation (PAO) 2/3 PAO - Winter 4.5 days 3 times a 
year

Criminal

Criminal Law Orientation (PAO) 3/3 PAO/EAC - 
Spring

4.5 days 3 times a 
year

Criminal

Traffic Orientation (PAO) PAO/EAC - 
Spring

2 days once a year Criminal

Traffic Orientation (PAO) PAO/EAC - 
Spring

2 days once a year Criminal

Fundamentals of Felony Sentencing, 
1/2          

EAC - Fall 2.5 days 2 times a 
year

Criminal

Fundamentals of Felony Sentencing, 
2/2

EAC - Winter 2.5 days 2 times a 
year

Criminal

Fundamentals of Felony Sentencing, 
1/2

EAC - Fall 2.5 days 2 times a 
year

Criminal
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Content
Recommended 

Delivery 
Method/ Venue

Frequency

Plan
Year  

2018-
2019

Plan
Year  

2019-
2020

Curriculum 
Committee

   Fundamentals of Felony Sentencing, 
2/2

EAC - Winter 2.5 days 2 times a 
year

Criminal

Advanced Topics in Felony 
Sentencing  1/2

EAC - Fall 2 days 2 times a 
year

Criminal

Advanced Topics in Felony 
Sentencing  2/2

PAO/EAC - 
Spring

2 days 2 times a 
year

Criminal

Advanced Topics in Felony 
Sentencing  1/2

EAC - Fall 2 days 2 times a 
year

Criminal

Advanced Topics in Felony 
Sentencing  2/2

PAO/EAC - 
Spring

2 days 2 times a 
year

Criminal

Homicide Trials 1/2 EAC - Winter 2 days 2 times a 
year

Criminal

Homicide Trials 2/2 EAC - Winter 2 days 2 times a 
year

Criminal

Homicide Trials 1/2 EAC - Fall 2 days 2 times a 
year

Criminal

Homicide Trials 2/2 EAC - Winter 2 days 2 times a 
year

Criminal

Death Penalty Trials 1/2 EAC - Winter 2 days 2 times a 
year

Criminal

Death Penalty Trials 2/2 EAC - Winter 2 days 2 times a 
year

Criminal

Death Penalty Trials 1/2 EAC - Fall 2 days 2 times a 
year

Criminal

Death Penalty Trials 2/2 EAC - Winter 2 days 2 times a 
year

Criminal

Family Law Orientation (PAO)  1/2    PAO - Winter 4.5 days 2 times a 
year

Family

Family Law Orientation (PAO)  2/2  PAO - Winter 4.5 days 2 times a 
year

Family

Family Law Orientation (PAO)  1/2  PAO - Winter 4.5 days 2 times a 
year

Family

Family Law Orientation (PAO)  2/2  PAO - Winter 4.5 days 2 times a 
year

Family

AB1058 Commissioners  Orientation 
(PAO)                                                                                         

Held Offsite 1/2 day once a  
year

Family

AB1058 Commissioners  Orientation 
(PAO)                                                                                         

Held Offsite 1/2 day once a  
year

Family 
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Content
Recommended 

Delivery 
Method/ Venue

Frequency

Plan
Year  

2018-
2019

Plan
Year  

2019-
2020

Curriculum 
Committee

   Dependency Law Orientation (PAO) 
1/2

   

PAO - Winter 4.5 days 2 times a 
year

Juvenile

Dependency Law Orientation (PAO) 
2/2

PAO/EAC - 
Spring

4.5 days 2 times a 
year

Juvenile

Dependency Law Orientation (PAO)  
1/2

PAO - Winter 4.5 days 2 times a 
year

Juvenile

Dependency Law Orientation (PAO) 
2/2

PAO/EAC - 
Spring

4.5 days 2 times a 
year

Juvenile

Delinquency Law Orientation (PAO)   
1/2

   

PAO - Fall 4.5 days 2 times a 
year

Juvenile

Delinquency Law Orientation (PAO)  
2/2

PAO - Winter 4.5 days 2 times a 
year

Juvenile

Delinquency Law Orientation (PAO)  
1/2

PAO - Fall 4.5 days 2 times a 
year

Juvenile

Delinquency Law Orientation (PAO)  
2/2 

PAO - Winter 4.5 days 2 times a 
year

Juvenile

Probate Orientation (PAO) PAO - Winter 4.5 days once a 
year

Probate

Probate Orientation (PAO) PAO - Winter 4.5 days once a 
year

Probate

Complex Civil Litigation Workshop                                            1 day every year Civil

Complex Civil Litigation Workshop                                            1 day every year Civil

Evidence in Civil & Criminal Cases 
1/2

EAC - Fall 3  days 2 times a 
year

Civil

Evidence in Civil & Criminal Cases 
2/2

EAC - Winter 3  days 2 times a 
year

Civil

Evidence in Civil & Criminal Cases 
1/2

EAC - Fall 3  days 2 times a 
year

Civil

Evidence in Civil & Criminal Cases 
2/2

EAC - Winter 3  days 2 times a 
year

Civil

Experienced Probate and Mental 
Health

EAC - Fall 2 days every other 
year

Probate

CONTINUING JUDICIAL EDUCATION - EDUCATION FOR EXPERIENCED JUDGES
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Content
Recommended 

Delivery 
Method/ Venue

Frequency

Plan
Year  

2018-
2019

Plan
Year  

2019-
2020

Curriculum 
Committee

   
Domestic Violence Institute: 
Orientation to Judicial Skills 

4 days every other 
year

VAWEP

Ethics and Self-Represented 
Litigants in Domestic Violence Cases 

2 days every year VAWEP

Ethics and Self-Represented 
Litigants in Domestic Violence Cases 

2 days every year VAWEP

VAWEP 1/20 VAWEP

VAWEP 2/20 VAWEP

VAWEP 3/20 VAWEP

VAWEP 4/20 VAWEP

VAWEP 5/20 VAWEP

VAWEP 6/20 VAWEP

VAWEP 7/20 VAWEP

VAWEP 8/20 VAWEP

VAWEP 9/20 VAWEP

VAWEP 10/20 VAWEP

VAWEP 11/20 VAWEP

VAWEP 12/20 VAWEP

VAWEP 13/20 VAWEP

VAWEP 14/20 VAWEP

VAWEP 15/20 VAWEP

VAWEP 16/20 VAWEP

VAWEP 17/20 VAWEP

VAWEP 18/20 VAWEP

VAWEP 19/20 VAWEP

VAWEP 20/20 VAWEP

Advanced Judicial Studies Institute Held offsite 2 days  every two 
years

Governing 
Committee

CONTINUING JUDICIAL EDUCATION COURSES - DOMESTIC VIOLENCE COURSES AND PROGRAMS

CONTINUING JUDICIAL EDUCATION 
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Content
Recommended 

Delivery 
Method/ Venue

Frequency

Plan
Year  

2018-
2019

Plan
Year  

2019-
2020

Curriculum 
Committee

 Cow County Judges Institute Held offsite 2 days  once a 
year

Governing 
Committee

Cow County Judges Institute Held offsite 2 days  once a 
year

Governing 
Committee

Appellate Justices Institute Held offsite 2 days every 18 
months

Appellate

Appellate Justices Institute Held offsite 2 days every 18 
months

Appellate

Civil Law Institute Held offsite 2 days every other 
year 

Civil

Criminal Law Institute Held offsite 2 days every other 
year 

Criminal

Family  Law Institute Held offsite 2 days every other 
year 

Family

Juvenile  Law Institute Held Offsite 2 days every other 
year 

Juvenile

Probate and Mental Health Institute Held offsite 2 days every other 
year 

Probate

PJ/CEO Management Institute Held offsite 2 days  once a 
year

JBLD

PJ/CEO Management Institute Held offsite 2 days  once a 
year

JBLD

Supervising Judges Institute 2 days  once a 
year

JBLD

Supervising Judges Institute 2 days  once a 
year

JBLD

Institute for Court Management 
(ICM) 1/10

2.5 days 10 times 
per year

Institute for Court Management 
(ICM)2/10

2.5 days 10 times 
per year

Institute for Court Management 
(ICM) 3/10

2.5 days 10 times 
per year

Institute for Court Management 
(ICM) 4/10

2.5 days 10 times 
per year

Institute for Court Management 
(ICM) 5/10

2.5 days 10 times 
per year

LEADERSHIP TRAINING - JUDICIAL 

MANAGER/SUPERVISOR COURSES
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Content
Recommended 

Delivery 
Method/ Venue

Frequency

Plan
Year  

2018-
2019

Plan
Year  

2019-
2020

Curriculum 
Committee

  Institute for Court Management 
(ICM) 6/10

2.5 days 10 times 
per year

Institute for Court Management 
(ICM) 7/10

2.5 days 10 times 
per year

Institute for Court Management 
(ICM) 8/10

2.5 days 10 times 
per year

Institute for Court Management 
(ICM) 9/10

2.5 days 10 times 
per year

Institute for Court Management 
(ICM) 10/10

2.5 days 10 times 
per year

Institute for Court Management 
(ICM) 1/10

2.5 days 10 times 
per year

Institute for Court Management 
(ICM)2/10

2.5 days 10 times 
per year

Institute for Court Management 
(ICM) 3/10

2.5 days 10 times 
per year

Institute for Court Management 
(ICM) 4/10

2.5 days 10 times 
per year

Institute for Court Management 
(ICM) 5/10

2.5 days 10 times 
per year

Institute for Court Management 
(ICM) 6/10

2.5 days 10 times 
per year

Institute for Court Management 
(ICM) 7/10

2.5 days 10 times 
per year

Institute for Court Management 
(ICM) 8/10

2.5 days 10 times 
per year

Institute for Court Management 
(ICM) 9/10

2.5 days 10 times 
per year

Institute for Court Management 
(ICM) 10/10

2.5 days 10 times 
per year

Core 40   1/3 4 days  2-3 times 
per year 

JBLD 

Core 40  2/3 4 days  2-3 times 
per year 

JBLD

Core 40  3/3 4 days  2-3 times 
per year 

JBLD

Core 40  1/3 4 days  2-3 times 
per year 

JBLD

Core 40  2/3 4 days  2-3 times 
per year 

JBLD

11



Content
Recommended 

Delivery 
Method/ Venue

Frequency

Plan
Year  

2018-
2019

Plan
Year  

2019-
2020

Curriculum 
Committee

Core 40  3/3 4 days  2-3 times 
per year 

JBLD

Advanced Core 40   1/3 3 days  2-3 times 
per year

JBLD

Advanced Core 40  2/3 3 days  2-3 times 
per year

JBLD

Advanced Core 40  3/3 3 days  2-3 times 
per year

JBLD

Advanced Core 40  1/3 3 days  2-3 times 
per year

JBLD

Advanced Core 40  2/3 3 days  2-3 times 
per year

JBLD

Advanced Core 40  3/3 3 days  2-3 times 
per year

JBLD

Core 24   1/2 3 days  2 times per 
year

JBLD

Core 24   2/2 3 days  2 times per 
year

JBLD

Core 24   1/2 3 days  2 times per 
year

JBLD

Core 24   2/2 3 days  2 times per 
year

JBLD

Appellate Judicial Attorneys 
Institute

  

Held offsite 2 days  once a 
year

Appellate

Appellate Judicial Attorneys 
Institute

  

Held offsite 2 days  once a 
year

Appellate

Appellate Staff Institute Held offsite 3 days every other 
year 

ATCO

Appellate Systems Administrator 
Conference

2 days  once a 
year

ATCO

Appellate Systems Administrator 
Conference

2 days  once a 
year

ATCO

Appellate Management Institute Held offsite 3 days every other 
year 

JBLD

CCTI/Court Clerk Training Institute 
(includes eight classes)

5 days  once a 
year

ATCO

CCTI/Court Clerk Training Institute 
(includes eight classes)

5 days  once a 
year

ATCO

COURT PERSONNEL INSTITUTES AND COURSES
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Content
Recommended 

Delivery 
Method/ Venue

Frequency

Plan
Year  

2018-
2019

Plan
Year  

2019-
2020

Curriculum 
Committee

   Core Leadership and Training Skills 
1/3

3-days 2-3 times
per year

ATCO

Core Leadership and Training Skills 
2/3

3-days 2-3 times
per year

ATCO

Core Leadership and Training Skills 
3/3

3-days 2-3 times
per year

ATCO

Core Leadership and Training Skills 
1/3

3-days 2-3 times
per year

ATCO

Core Leadership and Training Skills 
2/3

3-days 2-3 times
per year

ATCO

Core Leadership and Training Skills 
3/3

3-days 2-3 times
per year

ATCO

Qualifying Ethics Core Course 30 per year JBAEF

Qualifying Ethics Core Course 30 per year JBAEF

capacity is 3 per year

capacity is 5 per year plus courses listed below
ADA Updates (A, B) 1 per year JBAEF

ADA Updates (A, B) 1 per year JBAEF

capacity is 35 per year

capacity is 5 per year

capacity is 26 per year

capacity is 4 per year

capacity is 8 per year

capacity is 12 per year

Regional Courses

COURT PERSONNEL 

MANAGER/SUPERVISOR 

JUDICIAL

Courtroom Simulations 

Webinars

Podcasts

10 Minute Mentors

Videos

Online Courses
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Content
Recommended 

Delivery 
Method/ Venue

Frequency

Plan
Year  

2018-
2019

Plan
Year  

2019-
2020

Curriculum 
Committee

   
capacity is 26 per year

capacity is 16 per year including publications updated annually below
Felony Sentencing Handbook Publication 

Update
Criminal 

Mandatory Jury Instructions 
Handbook

Publication 
Update

Criminal 

California Judges Benchbook Civil 
Proceedings: Before Trial

Publication 
Update

Civil

California Judges Benchbook Civil 
Proceedings: Trial

Publication 
Update

Civil

California Judges Benchbook Civil 
Proceedings: After Trial

Publication 
Update

Civil

California Judges Benchbook Civil 
Proceedings: Discovery

Publication 
Update

Civil

Domestic Violence Cases in Criminal 
Court Benchbook

Publication 
Update

Criminal 

Search and Seizure Benchbook Publication 
Update

Criminal 

Small Claims and Consumer Law 
Benchbook

Publication 
Update

Civil

produced as needed

updated as needed

updated as needed
Updates to  Job Aids

Updates to  Bench Tools

New Staff Job Aids

Publication Updates

Updates to  Online Courses
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Center for Judicial Education and Research  8/2017 

Cost Benefit Analysis for Live Face-to-Face Statewide Education Programming 
 
Because of the high cost of the live face-to-face statewide delivery method, the Judicial Council has charged the CJER 
Governing Committee with carefully considering the method’s costs and benefits and to ensure that it is used 
appropriately once approved.  
 
To support the Governing Committee in this role, CJER staff apply their expertise in instructional design and adult 
education theory and practice to recommend the most appropriate ways to achieve the objectives recommended by the 
curriculum committees. Accordingly, staff are expected to recommend low-cost distance delivery methods such as 
videos, webinars or online resources when sufficient to meet objectives, rather than live face-to-face course delivery 
that might be preferred by a curriculum committee. Conversely, staff are expected to recommend high cost live face-to-
face statewide delivery methods when required to meet objectives, even though lower cost methods might result in the 
availability of additional funding for other education efforts. Staff support faculty in designing courses that make 
appropriate and effective use of face-to-face delivery. 
  
This document details the analysis and rationale for live face-to-face statewide programs considered by the Governing 
Committee for the 2018-20 Education Plan period. Live face-to-face delivery can uniquely achieve certain learning 
objectives, detailed below. The first five benefits described below are unique to live face-to-face education as 
demonstrated by scientific research and our participants’ experience. Although some benefits of face-to-face delivery 
are also available through live distance education, they are usually less effective at a distance.  The next four benefits 
described below are more effective in face-to-face delivery but are also available to some degree in live distance 
education.  The final three benefits below are uniquely effective in live distance education.  
 
Benefits Unique to Live Face-to-Face Delivery  
 

1. Uninterrupted single-focus learning: Although distance education is conveniently accessible to the learner in his 
or her workplace, for instance, the judge1 in chambers, it also makes the learner accessible to interruptions and 
prone to multi-tasking.  Multi-tasking, far from being efficient, actively interferes with learning,2 especially of 
complex material. Trial court judges have said: “There are too many distractions [at court]. . . as there is always 
something else to do, like review files for the next day.” “I get distracted often when sitting at my desk trying to 
view an online course.”3 In the 2014 CJER Governing Committee Evaluation of CJER Programs and Products: 
Survey Report, over two-thirds of trial judges and over three-quarters of appellate justices surveyed by CJER 
indicated that live multi-day programs serve their educational needs best.4  The judicial officers valued the way 
live education allows uninterrupted, focused education away from court.  

 
2. Confidential practice space: Reassessment of belief systems and habitual behavior, and the acquisition of 

personal skills that accompany new insights, require a confidential, peer-to-peer practice space.  The 2014 
Report of the Experienced Judge Education Workgroup found that “experienced judges need more live 
programming, specifically in the areas of courtroom control and communication, and disruptive litigants.”5 In a 
face-to-face environment, affective (emotional and empathetic) instruction can more effectively overcome 
natural resistance to changing personal beliefs, values and stereotypes, especially, for example, in areas such as 
ethics, self-care, trauma, fairness, and judicial empathy. Most personal skills, including leadership skills, require a 

                                                 
1 Although the term “judge” is used frequently in this document, this analysis applies equally to all the learners that CJER serves, 
including judges, subordinate judicial officers, court executive officers, and court personnel.  
2 American Psychological Association, March 20, 2006: http://www.apa.org/research/action/multitask.aspx; 
https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/creativity-without-borders/201405/the-myth-multitasking 
3 2014 CJER Governing Committee Evaluation of CJER Programs and Products: Survey Report, pp. 24, 20. 
4 2014 CJER Governing Committee Evaluation of CJER Programs and Products: Survey Report, p. 16 
5 2014 Report of the Experienced Judge Education Workgroup, p. 11 
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face-to-face, interactive space where participants can try out new skills – in role-playing, for instance – and 
share the discomfort and risk of failure with peers.  Unfortunately, recorded or live-at-a-distance education can 
afford low participation and minimal emotional engagement, making it far less effective for affective learning 
and acquiring inter-personal skills.  

 
3. A community of learning in and out of the classroom: During face-to-face education, peer-to-peer interaction 

mitigates professional isolation, and lays the foundation for educational social interaction beyond the 
classroom. Face-to-face education can also lay the foundation for subsequent educational peer-to-peer 
interaction and energize subsequent distance education. Distance education, especially in an asynchronous 
environment, does not have the same impact. The value of peer-to-peer interaction increases for those in 
unique roles at their own courts. Presiding judges and court executive officers, for instance, do not have local 
peers in similar roles with whom to exchange experience and ideas.  Trial court judges observe that, “Meeting 
other judges from across the state and learning how other areas do things is invaluable.” “We can all read. We 
can all access the computer. What we can’t do is access each other. We are locked into a system where we are 
isolated in our courtrooms and our chambers. We need to TALK to each other.”6 

 
4. Multi-sensory experience: Participation in live face-to-face education activates multiple senses to a far greater 

degree than recorded or live at-a-distance education. The more senses involved in a learning experience, the 
easier it is for the brain to pay attention in the moment and to access memories later,7 two important 
neurological processes associated with learning.  

 
5. Ample time for in-depth learning: Legal education, which is complicated and nuanced, requires time, without 

interruptions, for learners to explore a fully developed context and make use of educational scaffolding, a 
cognitive sequencing that supports in-depth learning.8  Currently, live distance education has practical time 
limitations (it is difficult to be in a web-based or telephone-based course for more than two hours at one sitting). 
Experienced judges particularly express the need for in-depth learning. The 2014 Report of the Experienced 
Judge Education Workgroup noted that, “For experienced judges, however, the opportunity to reflect on the 
role of the judge, how judges make decisions, and how to take one’s judging ‘to the next level’ is a valuable area 
of educational support.” Discrete, small chunks of content work well with specific, process-oriented content.  
More abstract conceptual work and new ideas require time to build up to and process.   

 
Benefits Uniquely Effective in Face-to-Face Delivery, But Also Present in Live Distance Education 
 

6. Collaborative learning:  Participants can tackle problems and discuss questions together to some extent in 
distance and asynchronous environments, a key opportunity for learning. According to the constructivist 
learning theories favored by many adult education experts, especially in the work of psychologist Lev Vygotsky, 
social interaction, like discussion and team problem-solving, is fundamental to the development of cognition.9 
Collaborative learning in a face-to-face environment, however, tends to accelerate and extend cognition-
building social interaction beyond what can be achieved at a distance. Trial court judges affirm the value of 
collaborative learning for their work: “Audience involvement is very important. The speakers don’t have all the 
answers.”   “You have a chance to learn from the other students -- discussions are often the most valuable part 
of class.”10 

                                                 
6 2014 CJER Governing Committee Evaluation of CJER Programs and Products: Survey Report, pp. 17, 18 
7 Research-Based Strategies to Ignite Student Learning, Judy Willis (Association for Supervision & Curriculum Development: 2007), 
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/107006/chapters/Memory,_Learning,_and_Test-Taking_Success.aspx 
8 Larkin, M. (2002). Using scaffolded instruction to optimize learning. http://www.vtaide.com/png/ERIC/Scaffolding.htm 
9 Vygotsky, L. S. (1978). Mind in society: The development of higher psychological processes. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University 
Press, cited in: McLeod, S. A. (2014). Lev Vygotsky. Retrieved from www.simplypsychology.org/vygotsky.html 
10 2014 CJER Governing Committee Evaluation of CJER Programs and Products: Survey Report, p. 18 
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7. Immediate verbal and nonverbal feedback: When participants receive and offer feedback in the moment, 

learning is accelerated. Participant feedback, including non-verbal communication, helps faculty respond 
immediately to various learning needs in the classroom and offer differentiated instruction.11 A trial judge notes 
that in face-to-face education “instructors are able to adapt to the class and be more responsive to the needs of 
students.”12 Live distance education can minimize or eliminate non-verbal communication, though verbal 
feedback can occur at a distance. 

 
8. Immersive adoption of a new role: In game theory, multi-sensory experiences and emotional engagement 

prompt participants to adopt the mindset of a new character.13 Live face-to-face training effectively creates an 
immersive environment that helps new judges, court leaders and staff internalize the mindset and technical 
skills of a role that is new to them. Live distance education does not (yet) emulate the character-based 
interaction of online games. 

 
9. Creativity and innovation: Creative problem solving often comes from less focused, goal-oriented cognitive 

exploration and the stimulation of new environments and social interaction.  New learning, interaction with new 
people, and breaks from the daily routine can prompt an expansion of the solution horizon.  One trial court 
judge puts it this way, “Live courses away from court have a value far beyond the educational content. The 
change of scenery, interchange with colleagues from other courts, and some element of recreation are 
important for all of us.”14 Live distance education can provide broadly stimulating new information and cognitive 
activity, but it is not dramatically different in context or social interaction, and tends to be less effective in 
stimulating creativity. 

 
Benefits Uniquely Effective in Live Distance Education 
 

10. Accessibility:  No education works when it is inaccessible to participants or faculty.  Statewide face-to-face 
events are accessible to some but not all of the potential audience and faculty, because of the amount of time 
and cost to travel. Live education at a distance is accessible to a far greater number of participants and faculty 
because they do not need to travel to participate. 

 
11. Reduced cost: No education is available if it is too costly to deliver in a statewide face-to-face event. Statewide 

face-to-face events require funding for participant and faculty lodging and meals, faculty transportation and 
equipment and meeting room rental. Live education at a distance is available to learners when no funding is 
available for CJER to provide a live face-to-face event.  
 

12. Timeliness: When educational outcomes require rapid delivery to a statewide audience, live education at a 
distance can be implemented quickly and multiple times to achieve time-sensitive objectives. Statewide events 
require much more time to deliver because of mandated government procurement rules, hotel venue selection, 
contract negotiation and writing, registration-site development, and a host of other administrative logistics.  

                                                 
11 “Meeting Students Where They Are,” Tracy Heubner, Educational Leadership, February 2010, Volume 67 , Number 5, Pages 79-81 
http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational-leadership/feb10/vol67/num05/Differentiated-Learning.aspx 
12 2014 CJER Governing Committee Evaluation of CJER Programs and Products: Survey Report, p. 18 
13 “Serious Games for Immersive Cultural Training: Creating a Living World,” Marjorie A. Zielke, IEEE Computer Graphics and 
Applications, Volume 29, Issue 2, March-April 2009.  DOI: 10.1109/MCG.2009.30 
http://ieeexplore.ieee.org/abstract/document/4797516/ 
14 2014 CJER Governing Committee Evaluation of CJER Programs and Products: Survey Report, p. 19 
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Napa, CA  94559 
(707) 299-1104 
Fax (707) 259-5610 
diane.price@napa.courts.ca.gov 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2018 
 
Ms. Bentrish Satarzadeh 
Legal Research Attorney 
Superior Court of California, 
  County of Alameda 
1448 Madison Street, Suite 110 
Oakland, CA  94612 
(415) 350-2983 
Fax (510) 268-4835 
bsatarzadeh@alameda.courts.ca.gov 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2018 
 
Hon. Wilfred J. Schneider, Jr. 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
  County of San Bernardino 
247 West Third Street 
San Bernardino, CA  92415 
(909) 708-8641 
Fax (909) 708-8586 
wschneider@sb-court.org 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2018 
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Hon. Brad Seligman 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
  County of Alameda 
201 - 13th Street, 
Oakland, CA  94612-3921 
(510) 690-2829 
Fax (510) 441-4872 
bseligman@alameda.courts.ca.gov 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2018 
 
Mr. Daniel E. Skinner 
Legal Research Attorney 
Superior Court of California, 
  County of Orange 
700 Civic Center Drive West 
Santa Ana, CA  92701 
(657) 622-6100 
dskinner@occourts.org 
Current Term: 01/01/2016 to 12/31/2017 
 
Hon. Randa Trapp 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
  County of San Diego 
330 West Broadway 
San Diego, CA  92101 
(619) 450-7070 
Fax (619) 450-7408 
randa.trapp@sdcourt.ca.gov 
Mailing Address 
P.O. Box 122724 
San Diego, CA  92112-2724 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2018 
 
APPELLATE COURT MEMBER 
 
Lee Smalley-Edmon 
Presiding Justice of the Court of Appeal 
 Second Appellate District, Division Three 
300 South Spring Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90013 
(213) 830-7453 
lee.edmon@jud.ca.gov 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2018 
 

CJER GOVERNING COMMITTEE LIAISON 
 
Hon. Arthur A. Wick 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
  County of Sonoma 
3055 Cleveland Avenue 
Santa Rosa, CA  95403 
(707) 521-6702 
Fax (707) 521-6750 
awick@sonomacourt.org 
 
ASSIGNED JUDGES PROGRAM LIAISON 
 
Hon. Lynn O'Malley Taylor (Ret.) 
Superior Court of California, 
  County of Marin 
3501 Civic Center Drive 
San Rafael, CA  94903 
(415) 453-0405 
lynno_taylor@yahoo.com 
Mailing Address 
P.O. Box 4988 
San Rafael, CA  94913-4988 
 
JUDICIAL COUNCIL STAFF LIAISONS 
 
Mr. Patrick O'Donnell 
Principal Managing Attorney 
Legal Services 
Judicial Council of California 
455 Golden Gate Avenue 
San Francisco, CA  94102-3688 
(415) 865-7665 
Fax (415) 865-7664 
patrick.o'donnell@jud.ca.gov 
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Christy H. Simons 
Appellate Court Attorney 
Court of Appeal 
First Appellate District 
350 McAllister Street 
San Francisco, CA  94102-3600 
(415) 865-7300 
Fax (415) 865-7309 
christy.simons@jud.ca.gov 
 
CJER LEAD STAFF 
 
Mr. Jason Mayo 
Attorney 
Center for Judicial Education and Research 
Judicial Council of California 
455 Golden Gate Avenue 
San Francisco, CA  94102-3688 
(415) 865-8867 
Fax (415) 865-4335 
jason.mayo@jud.ca.gov 
 
CJER STAFF 
 
Ms. Karene Alvarado 
Managing Attorney 
Center for Judicial Education and Research 
Judicial Council of California 
455 Golden Gate Avenue 
San Francisco, CA  94102-3688 
(415) 865-7761 
Fax (415) 865-4335 
karene.alvarado@jud.ca.gov 
 
Ms. Khanh Nguyen 
Center for Judicial Education and Research 
Judicial Council of California 
455 Golden Gate Avenue 
San Francisco, CA  94102-3688 
(415) 865-8855 
Fax (415) 865-4335 
khanh.nguyen@jud.ca.gov 
 

Ms. Adetunji Olude 
Center for Judicial Education and Research 
Judicial Council of California 
455 Golden Gate Avenue 
San Francisco, CA  94102-3688 
(415) 865-7750 
Fax (415) 865-4335 
adetunji.olude@jud.ca.gov 



 
 

455 Golden Gate Avenue, 6th Floor, San Francisco, California 94102-3688 
Phone:  415-865-7745    Fax:  415-865-4335 

 
2017 

 
Criminal Law Curriculum Committee 

 
Roster 

 
CHAIR 
 
Hon. Russell L. Hom 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
  County of Sacramento 
720 Ninth Street 
Sacramento, CA  95814 
(916) 874-5762 
Fax (916) 874-5620 
homr@saccourt.ca.gov 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2018 
 
APPELLATE COURT JUSTICE MEMBER 
 
Hon. Elena J. Duarte 
Associate Justice of the Court of Appeal 
Third Appellate District 
914 Capitol Mall, 4th Floor 
Sacramento, CA  95814 
(916) 654-0209 
Fax (916) 653-0317 
elena.duarte@jud.ca.gov 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2018 
 

TRIAL COURT MEMBERS 
 
Hon. Mark Boessenecker 
Presiding Judge of the Superior Court of 
California, 
  County of Napa 
1111 Third Street 
Napa, CA  94559 
(707) 299-1105 
Fax (707) 299-1250 
mark.boessenecker@napa.courts.ca.gov 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2018 
 
Hon. Linda R. Clark 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
  County of Santa Clara 
190 West Hedding Street 
San Jose, CA  95110 
(408) 808-7120 
Fax (408) 808-6892 
lrclark@scscourt.org 
Mailing Address 
191 North First Street, Dept. 31 
San Jose, CA  95113 
Current Term: 01/01/2016 to 12/31/2017 
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Hon. David J. Danielsen 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
  County of San Diego 
220 West Broadway 
San Diego, CA  92101 
(619) 450-5000 
Fax (619) 450-5234 
david.danielsen@sdcourt.ca.gov 
Mailing Address 
P.O. Box 122724 
San Diego, CA  92112-2724 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2018 
 
Hon. Geoffrey A. Goodman 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
  County of Sacramento 
720 Ninth Street 
Sacramento, CA  95814 
(916) 874-5754 
Fax (916) 874-5620 
goodmag@saccourt.ca.gov 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2018 
 
Hon. Daniel J. Healy 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
  County of Solano 
321 Tuolumne Street 
Vallejo, CA  94590 
(707) 561-7802 
Fax (707) 561-7983 
djhealy@solano.courts.ca.gov 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2018 
 
Hon. Lynne M. Hobbs 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
  County of Los Angeles 
1945 South Hill Street, Room 101 
Los Angeles, CA  90007 
(213) 745-1868 
Fax (213) 741-0132 
lhobbs@lacourt.org 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2018 
 

Hon. Curtis A. Kin 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
  County of Los Angeles 
300 East Walnut Street 
Pasadena, CA  91101 
(626) 396-5060 
Fax (626) 568-3903 
ckin@lacourt.org 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2018 
 
Hon. Renée F. Korn 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
  County of Los Angeles 
210 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, CA  90012-3210 
(213) 628-7711 
Fax (213) 628-2634 
rkorn@lacourt.org 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2018 
 
Hon. Clare M. Maier 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
  County of Contra Costa 
725 Court Street 
Martinez, CA  94553 
(925) 646-2950 
Fax (925) 646-1312 
cmaie@contracosta.courts.ca.gov 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2018 
 
Hon. Kimberly Menninger 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
  County of Orange 
700 Civic Center Drive West 
Santa Ana, CA  92701 
(657) 622-5238 
kmenninger@occourts.org 
Mailing Address 
P. O. Box 1994 
Santa Ana, CA  92702-1994 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2018 
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Hon. Carrie McIntyre Panetta 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
  County of Monterey 
240 Church Street 
Salinas, CA  93901 
(831) 775-5517 
Fax (831) 775-5499 
PanettaC@monterey.courts.ca.gov 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2018 
 
Hon. Scott D. Patton 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
  County of Alameda 
24405 Amador Street 
Hayward, CA  94544 
(510) 690-2712 
Fax (510) 690-2824 
spatton@alameda.courts.ca.gov 
Current Term: 01/01/2016 to 12/31/2017 
 
Hon. Jonathan M. Skiles 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
  County of Fresno 
1100 Van Ness Avenue 
Fresno, CA  93724-0002 
(559) 457-6304 
Fax (559) 457-2035 
jskiles@fresno.courts.ca.gov 
Current Term: 01/01/2016 to 12/31/2017 
 
Hon. John R. Zitny 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
  County of Orange 
700 Civic Center Drive West 
Santa Ana, CA  92701 
(657) 622-5200 
Fax (714) 834-6171 
jzitny@occourts.org 
Mailing Address 
P. O. Box 1994 
Santa Ana, CA  92702-1994 
Current Term: 01/01/2016 to 12/31/2017 
 

APPELLATE COURT MEMBER 
 
(VACANT) 
 
TRAFFIC COURT JUDICIAL OFFICER 
 
(VACANT) 
 
CJER GOVERNING COMMITTEE LIAISONS 
 
Hon. Jackson Lucky 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
  County of Riverside 
4175 Main Street 
Riverside, CA  92501 
(951) 777-3541 
Fax (951) 777-3526 
Jackson.Lucky@riverside.courts.ca.gov 
 
Hon. Darrell S. Mavis 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
  County of Los Angeles 
300 East Walnut Street 
Pasadena, CA  91101 
(626) 396-3322 
Fax (626) 440-0516 
dmavis@lacourt.org 
 
ASSIGNED JUDGES PROGRAM LIAISON 
 
Vacant 
 
JUDICIAL COUNCIL STAFF LIAISON 
 
Ms. Tara Lundstrom 
Attorney 
Operations & Programs Division 
Judicial Council of California 
455 Golden Gate Avenue 
San Francisco, CA  94102 
(415) 865-7995 
Fax (415) 865-7664 
tara.lundstrom@jud.ca.gov 
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CJER LEAD STAFF 
 
Ms. Wynne Nielsen 
Attorney 
Center for Judicial Education and Research 
Judicial Council of California 
455 Golden Gate Avenue 
San Francisco, CA  94102-3688 
(415) 865-5348 
Fax (415) 865-4335 
wynne.nielsen@jud.ca.gov 
 
CJER STAFF 
 
Ms. Khanh Nguyen 
Center for Judicial Education and Research 
Judicial Council of California 
455 Golden Gate Avenue 
San Francisco, CA  94102-3688 
(415) 865-8855 
Fax (415) 865-4335 
khanh.nguyen@jud.ca.gov 



 
 

455 Golden Gate Avenue, 6th Floor, San Francisco, California 94102-3688 
Phone:  415-865-7745    Fax:  415-865-4335 

 
2017 

 
Family Law Curriculum Committee 

 
Roster 

 
CHAIR 
 
Hon. Michael J. Convey 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
  County of Los Angeles 
6230 Sylmar Avenue 
Van Nuys, CA  91401 
(818) 374-2265 
Fax (818) 988-6438 
mjconvey@lacourt.org 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2018 
2 Previous Terms: 11/01/2012 to 
12/31/2017 
 
 

TRIAL COURT MEMBERS 
 
Hon. Sue Alexander 
Commissioner of the Superior Court of 
California, 
  County of Alameda 
24405 Amador Street 
Hayward, CA  94544 
(510) 690-2714 
Fax (510) 690-2824 
salexander@alameda.courts.ca.gov 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2018 
3 Previous Term: 03/01/2010 to 
12/31/2016 
 
Hon. Teresa M. Bennett 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
  County of San Bernardino 
351 North Arrowhead Avenue 
San Bernardino, CA  92415 
(909) 521-3543 
Fax (909) 708-8586 
tbennett@sb-court.org 
Current Term: 01/01/2016 to 12/31/2017 
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Hon. James G. Bertoli 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
  County of Sonoma 
600 Administration Drive 
Santa Rosa, CA  95403 
(707) 521-6713 
Fax (707) 521-6762 
jbertol1@sonomacourt.org 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2018 
3 Previous Terms: 03/01/2010 to 
12/31/2016 
 
Hon. Michael Bishay 
Commissioner of the Superior Court of 
California, 
  County of San Bernardino 
14455 Civic Drive 
Victorville, CA  92392 
(760) 269-4875 
Fax (760) 269-4770 
mbishay@sb-court.org 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2018 
Previous Term: 01/01/2015 to 12/31/2016 
 
Hon. Christine W. Byrd 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
  County of Los Angeles 
111 North Hill Street 
Los Angeles, CA  90012 
(213) 633-1065 
cbyrd@lacourt.org 
Current Term: 01/01/2016 to 12/31/2017 
 
Hon. Erin M. Childs 
Commissioner of the Superior Court of 
California, 
Superior Court of California, 
  County of San Luis Obispo 
1035 Palm Street 
San Luis Obispo, CA  93408 
(805) 781-5420 
Fax (805) 781-1071 
erin.childs@slo.courts.ca.gov 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2018 
 

Hon. Ginger E. Garrett 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
  County of San Luis Obispo 
1035 Palm Street 
San Luis Obispo, CA  93408 
(805) 781-5364 
Fax (805) 781-1071 
ginger.garrett@slo.courts.ca.gov 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2018 
 
Hon. Michael Gassner 
Commissioner of the Superior Court of 
California, 
  County of San Bernardino 
351 North Arrowhead Avenue 
San Bernardino, CA  92415 
(909) 521-3212 
Fax (909) 708-8586 
mgassner@sb-court.org 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2018 
2 Previous Terms: 11/01/2012 to 
12/31/2016 
 
Hon. Suzanne Gazzaniga 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
  County of Placer 
101 Maple Street 
Auburn, CA  95603 
(916) 408-6296 
Fax (530) 745-2027 
sgazzaniga@placer.courts.ca.gov 
Mailing Address 
P.O. Box 619072 
Roseville, CA  95661-9072 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2018 
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Hon. Susan M. Gill 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
  County of Kern 
1415 Truxtun Avenue 
Bakersfield, CA  93301 
(661) 868-2584 
Fax (661) 868-2458 
susan.gill@kern.courts.ca.gov 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2018 
Previous Term: 01/01/2015 to 12/31/2016 
 
Hon. Mary J. Greenwood 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
  County of Santa Clara 
170 Park Center Plaza 
San Jose, CA  95113 
(408) 534-5610 
Fax (408) 534-5790 
mgreenwood@scscourt.org 
Mailing Address 
191 North First Street  Rm. Dept. 71 
San Jose, CA  95113 
Current Term: 01/01/2016 to 12/31/2017 
 
Hon. Margo Lewis Hoy 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
  County of San Diego 
220 West Broadway 
San Diego, CA  92101 
(619) 450-5555 
Fax (619) 450-5234 
margo.lewis@sdcourt.ca.gov 
Mailing Address 
P.O. Box 122724  Rm. Dept. 52 
San Diego, CA  92112-2724 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2018 
Previous Term: 11/01/2013 to 12/31/2016 
 

Hon. JoAnn Johnson 
Commissioner of the Superior Court of 
California, 
  County of Ventura 
800 South Victoria Avenue 
Ventura, CA  93009-0001 
(805) 289-8773 
Fax (805) 662-6814 
jo.johnson@ventura.courts.ca.gov 
Mailing Address 
P.O. Box 6489 
Ventura, CA  93006-6489 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2018 
2 Previous Terms: 11/01/2012 to 
12/31/2016 
 
Hon. Mark A. Juhas 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
  County of Los Angeles 
111 North Hill Street 
Los Angeles, CA  90012 
(213) 633-1064 
Fax (213) 680-3778 
majuhas@lacourt.org 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2018 
2 Previous Terms: 03/01/2010 to 

12/31/2016 
 
Hon. Michael M. Markman 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
  County of Alameda 
2233 Shoreline Drive, 
Alameda, CA  94501 
(510) 263-4303 
Fax (510) 263-4309 
mmarkman@alameda.courts.ca.gov 
Current Term: 01/01/2016 to 12/31/2017 
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Hon. Thomas J. Nixon 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
  County of Alameda 
24405 Amador Street 
Hayward, CA  94544 
(510) 690-2850 
Fax (510) 690-2824 
tnixon@alameda.courts.ca.gov 
Current Term: 01/01/2016 to 12/31/2017 
 
Hon. Patti Ratekin 
Commissioner of the Superior Court of 
California, 
  County of San Diego 
325 South Melrose Drive 
Vista, CA  92081 
(760) 201-8019 
Fax (619) 450-5234 
patti.ratekin@sdcourt.ca.gov 
Mailing Address 
P.O. Box 122724 
San Diego, CA  92112-2724 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2018 
 
Hon. B. Scott Silverman 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
  County of Los Angeles 
Central Civil West 
600 S. Commonwealth Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90005 
 (213) 351-7515 
Fax (213) 381-7951 
bssilverman@lacourt.org 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2018 
Previous Term: 01/01/2015 to 12/31/2016 
 

Hon. Dale R. Wells 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
  County of Riverside 
46-200 Oasis Street 
Indio, CA  92201 
(760) 393-2433 
Fax (760) 393-2640 
Dale.Wells@riverside.courts.ca.gov 
Current Term: 01/01/2016 to 12/31/2017 
Previous Term: 11/01/2012 to 12/31/2015  
 
Hon. Kathleen M. White 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
  County of Yolo 
1100 Main Street, Suite 300 
Woodland, CA  95695 
(530) 406-6888 
Fax (530) 406-6835 
kwhite@yolo.courts.ca.gov 
Mailing Address 
725 Court Street  Rm. Dept. 14 
Woodland, CA  95695 
Current Term: 01/01/2016 to 12/31/2017 
 
Hon. Francine Zepeda 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
  County of Fresno 
1130 O Street 
Fresno, CA  93721-2220 
(559) 457-6301 
fzepeda@fresno.courts.ca.gov 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2018 
 
APPELLATE COURT MEMBER 
 
(VACANT) 
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CJER GOVERNING COMMITTEE LIAISON 
 
Hon. Mark A. Juhas 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
  County of Los Angeles 
111 North Hill Street 
Los Angeles, CA  90012 
(213) 633-1064 
Fax (213) 680-3778 
majuhas@lacourt.org 
 
ASSIGNED JUDGES PROGRAM LIAISON 
 
(VACANT) 
 
JUDICIAL COUNCIL STAFF LIAISON 
 
Ms. Bonnie Rose Hough 
Managing Attorney 
Center for Families, Children & the Courts 
Judicial Council of California 
455 Golden Gate Avenue 
San Francisco, CA  94102-3688 
(415) 865-7668 
Fax (415) 865-7217 
bonnie.hough@jud.ca.gov 
 
Ms. Tracy Kenny 
Attorney 
Center for Families, Children & the Courts 
Judicial Council of California  
2860 Gateway Oaks Drive 
Sacramento, CA 95833-3508 
(916) 263-2838  
tracy.kenny@jud.ca.gov  

CJER LEAD STAFF 
 
Ms. Nanette Zavala 
Attorney 
Center for Judicial Education and Research 
Judicial Council of California 
455 Golden Gate Avenue 
San Francisco, CA  94102-3688 
(415) 865-4379 
Fax (415) 865-4335 
nanette.zavala@jud.ca.gov 
 
CJER STAFF 
 
Ms. Khanh Nguyen 
Attorney 
Center for Judicial Education and Research 
Judicial Council of California 
455 Golden Gate Avenue 
San Francisco, CA  94102-3688 
(415) 865-8855 
Fax (415) 865-4335 
khanh.nguyen@jud.ca.gov 



 
 

455 Golden Gate Avenue, 6th Floor, San Francisco, California 94102-3688 
Phone:  415-865-7745    Fax:  415-865-4335 

 
2017 

 
Judicial Branch Access, Ethics and Fairness 

Curriculum Committee 
 

Roster 
 

CHAIR 
 
Hon. Paul A. Bacigalupo 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
  County of Los Angeles 
14400 Erwin Street Mall 
Van Nuys, CA  91401-2705 
(818) 989-6904 
Fax (818) 786-3026 
pabacigalupo@lacourt.org 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2018 
 
TRIAL COURT MEMBERS 
 
Hon. Dianna J. Gould-Saltman 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
  County of Los Angeles 
111 North Hill Street 
Los Angeles, CA  90012 
(213) 633-0467 
Fax (213) 621-7952 
dgould-saltman@lacourt.org 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2018 
 

Hon. Matthew P. Guasco 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
  County of Ventura 
800 South Victoria Avenue 
Ventura, CA  93009-0001 
(805) 289-8762 
Fax (805) 662-6814 
matthew.guasco@ventura.courts.ca.gov 
Mailing Address 
P.O. Box 6489 
Ventura, CA  93006-6489 
Current Term: 01/01/2016 to 12/31/2017 
 
Hon. Laura W. Halgren 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
  County of San Diego 
250 East Main Street 
El Cajon, CA  92020 
(619) 456-4011 
Fax (619) 450-5324 
laura.halgren@sdcourt.ca.gov 
Mailing Address 
P.O. Box 122724 
San Diego, CA  92112-2724 
Current Term: 11/01/2012 to 12/31/2017 
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Hon. Tamila E. Ipema 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
  County of San Diego 
330 West Broadway 
San Diego, CA  92101 
(619) 450-7064 
Fax (619) 450-5716 
tamila.ipema@sdcourt.ca.gov 
Mailing Address 
P.O. Box 122724 
San Diego, CA  92112-2724 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2018 
 
Hon. Victoria Kolakowski 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
  County of Alameda 
661 Washington Street, 
Oakland, CA  94607 
(510) 627-4720 
Fax (510) 627-4906 
vkolakowski@alameda.courts.ca.gov 
Current Term: 01/01/2016 to 12/31/2017 
 
Hon. Sunil R. Kulkarni 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
  County of Santa Clara 
191 North First Street 
San Jose, CA  95113 
(408) 808-7268 
Fax (408) 808-7294 
skulkarni@scscourt.org 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2018 
 
Hon. Anthony J. Mohr 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
  County of Los Angeles 
111 North Hill Street 
Los Angeles, CA  90012 
(213) 633-0003 
Fax (213) 617-9180 
amohr@lacourt.org 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2018 
 

Hon. William J. Murray, Jr. 
Associate Justice of the Court of Appeal 
Third Appellate District 
914 Capitol Mall, 4th Floor 
Sacramento, CA  95814 
(916) 654-0209 
Fax (916) 653-0317 
william.murray@jud.ca.gov 
Current Term: 01/01/2016 to 12/31/2017 
 
Hon. Pamela M. Parker 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
  County of San Diego 
325 South Melrose Drive 
Vista, CA  92081 
(760) 201-8017 
Fax (619) 450-5234 
pamela.parker@sdcourt.ca.gov 
Mailing Address 
P.O. Box 122724 
San Diego, CA  92112-2724 
Current Term: 01/01/2016 to 12/31/2017 
 
Hon. Michael J. Shultz 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
  County of Los Angeles 
200 West Compton Boulevard 
Compton, CA  90220 
(310) 603-7731 
Fax (310) 223-0312 
mshultz@lacourt.org 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2018 
 
Hon. Trina Thompson 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
  County of Alameda 
1225 Fallon Street, 
Oakland, CA  94612 
(510) 891-6326 
Fax (510) 267-1500 
tthompson@alameda.courts.ca.gov 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2018 
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Hon. Noel Wise 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
  County of Alameda 
24405 Amador Street 
Hayward, CA  94544 
(510) 690-2956 
nwise@alameda.courts.ca.gov 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2018 
 
APPELLATE COURT MEMBER 
 
(VACANT) 
 
PUBLIC MEMBER 
 
Dr. Kathleen West 
Instructor 
Department of Social Welfare 
UCLA Luskin School of Public Affairs 
Los Angeles, CA  90095 
(310) 998-7898 
kathleenmwest3@gmail.com 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2017 
 
CJER GOVERNING COMMITTEE LIAISONS 
 
Hon. Kimberly A. Gaab 
Presiding Judge of the Superior Court of 
California, 
  County of Fresno 
1100 Van Ness Avenue 
Fresno, CA  93724-0002 
(559) 457-6349 
Fax (559) 457-2035 
kgaab@fresno.courts.ca.gov 
 
Hon. Mark A. Juhas 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
  County of Los Angeles 
111 North Hill Street 
Los Angeles, CA  90012 
(213) 633-1064 
Fax (213) 680-3778 
majuhas@lacourt.org 
 

ASSIGNED JUDGES PROGRAM LIAISON 
 
Hon. J. Michael Byrne (Ret.) 
Superior Court of California, 
  County of Los Angeles 
300 East Walnut Street 
Pasadena, CA  91101 
(626) 356-5645 
Fax (626) 568-3903 
Jbyrne@LASuperiorCourt.org 
 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE ACCESS AND 
FAIRNESS LIAISON 
 
Hon. Sue Alexander 
Commissioner of the Superior Court of 
California, 
  County of Alameda 
24405 Amador Street 
Hayward, CA  94544 
(510) 690-2714 
Fax (510) 690-2824 
salexander@alameda.courts.ca.gov 
 
JUDICIAL COUNCIL STAFF LIAISONS 
 
Mr. Mark Jacobson 
Senior Attorney 
Legal Services 
Judicial Council of California 
455 Golden Gate Avenue 
San Francisco, CA  94102-3688 
(415) 865-7898 
Fax (415) 865-7664 
mark.jacobson@jud.ca.gov 
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Ms. Linda McCulloh 
Senior Attorney 
Center for Judicial Education and Research 
Judicial Council of California 
455 Golden Gate Avenue 
San Francisco, CA  94102-3688 
(415) 865-7746 
Fax (415) 865-4335 
linda.mcculloh@jud.ca.gov 
 
Ms. Kyanna Williams 
Attorney 
Center for Families, Children & the Courts 
Judicial Council of California 
455 Golden Gate Avenue 
San Francisco, CA  94102-3688 
(415) 865-7911 
Fax (415) 865-7217 
kyanna.williams@jud.ca.gov 
 
CJER LEAD STAFF 
 
Mr. Jason Mayo 
Attorney 
Center for Judicial Education and Research 
Judicial Council of California 
455 Golden Gate Avenue 
San Francisco, CA  94102-3688 
(415) 865-8867 
Fax (415) 865-4335 
jason.mayo@jud.ca.gov 
 
CJER STAFF 
 
Ms. Khanh Nguyen 
Center for Judicial Education and Research 
Judicial Council of California 
455 Golden Gate Avenue 
San Francisco, CA  94102-3688 
(415) 865-8855 
Fax (415) 865-4335 
khanh.nguyen@jud.ca.gov 



 
 

455 Golden Gate Avenue, 6th Floor, San Francisco, California 94102-3688 
Phone:  415-865-7745    Fax:  415-865-4335 

 
2017 

 
Judicial Branch Leadership Development 

Curriculum Committee 
 

Roster 
 

CO-CHAIR 
 
Hon. Denine J. Guy 
Presiding Judge of the Superior Court of 
California, 
  County of Santa Cruz 
701 Ocean Street 
Santa Cruz, CA  95060 
(831) 420-2350 
Fax (831) 420-2260 
denine.guy@santacruzcourt.org 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2018 
 

CO-CHAIR 
 
Ms. Linda Romero Soles 
Court Executive Officer 
Superior Court of California, 
  County of Merced 
2260 N Street 
Merced, CA  95340 
(209) 725-4127 
Fax (209) 725-4102 
linda.romero-soles@mercedcourt.org 
Mailing Address 
627 West 21st Street 
Merced, CA  95340 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2018 
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TRIAL COURT MEMBERS 
 
Ms. Lisa Bergman 
Supervising Child Custody Recommending 
Counselor 
400 County Center 
Redwood City, CA  94063 
(650) 261-5081 
Fax (650) 261-5142 
lbergman@sanmateocourt.org 
Current Term: 01/01/2016 to 12/31/2017 
 
Hon. Molly A. Bigelow 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
  County of Shasta 
1500 Court Street, Room 205 
Redding, CA  96001 
(530) 245-6761 
Fax (530) 225-5339 
mbigelow@shasta.courts.ca.gov 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2018 
 
Ms. Jacqueline Royston 
Court Operations Manager 
Superior Court of California, 
  County of Los Angeles 
Van Nuys Courthouse 
Van Nuys, CA  91401 
(818) 989-6824 
jgroyston@lacourt.org 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2018 
 
Ms. Bonnie Sloan 
Court Executive Officer 
Superior Court of California, 
  County of Yuba 
215 Fifth Street, Suite 200 
Marysville, CA  95901 
(530) 740-1800 
Fax (530) 740-1851 
bsloan@yubacourts.org 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2018 
 

Ms. Amy Smith-Fisher 
Court Training Administrator 
Superior Court of California, 
  County of Los Angeles 
Training Academy 
300 West Maple Avenue 
Monrovia, CA  91016 
(626) 471-7618 
Fax (626) 471-9082 
arsmith@lacourt.org 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2018 
 
Ms. Rheeah Yoo 
Supervisor 
Superior Court of California, 
   County of Imperial 
939 W Main Street 
El Centro, CA  92243 
(760) 482-2230 
rheeah.yoo@imperial.courts.ca.gov 
Current Term: 01/01/2016 to 12/31/2017 
 
JUDICIAL COUNCIL MEMBER 
 
(VACANT) 
 
COURT SECURITY SME MEMBER 
 
Hon. Elizabeth R. Feffer 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
  County of Los Angeles 
111 North Hill Street 
Los Angeles, CA  90012 
(213) 633-0159 
Fax (213) 680-5820 
efeffer@lacourt.org 
Current Term: 01/01/2016 to 12/31/2017 
 
APPELLATE COURT MEMBER 
 
(VACANT) 
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CJER GOVERNING COMMITTEE LIAISONS 
 
Mr. Alex Calvo 
Court Executive Officer 
Superior Court of California, 
  County of Santa Cruz 
701 Ocean Street 
Santa Cruz, CA  95060 
(831) 420-2401 
Fax (831) 420-2260 
alex.calvo@santacruzcourt.org 
 
Dr. Cindy Van Schooten 
Human Resources Manager 
Superior Court of California, 
  County of Shasta 
1500 Court Street, Rm 106 
Redding CA 96001 
(530) 225-5324 
Fax (530) 999-2378 
cvanschooten@shasta.courts.ca.gov 
 
JUDICIAL COUNCIL STAFF LIAISONS 
 
Ms. Deborah Collier-Tucker 
Manager 
Appellate Court Services 
Judicial Council of California 
455 Golden Gate Avenue 
San Francisco, CA  94102 
(415) 865-4251 
Fax (415) 865-4315 
deborah.collier-tucker@jud.ca.gov 
 

CJER LEAD STAFF 
 
Ms. Kristine Van Dorsten 
Sr. Ed. Developer 
Center for Judicial Education and Research 
Judicial Council of California 
455 Golden Gate Avenue 
San Francisco, CA  94102-3688 
(415) 865-4562 
Fax (415) 865-4335 
kristine.vandorsten@jud.ca.gov 
 
CJER STAFF 
 
(VACANT) 



 
 

455 Golden Gate Avenue, 6th Floor, San Francisco, California 94102-3688 
Phone:  415-865-7745    Fax:  415-865-4335 

 
2017 

 
Juvenile Law Curriculum Committee 

 
Roster 

 
CHAIR 
 
Hon. Linda D. Hurst 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
  County of San Luis Obispo 
1035 Palm Street 
San Luis Obispo, CA  93408 
(805) 781-5936 
Fax (805) 781-1159 
linda.hurst@slo.courts.ca.gov 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2017 
Previous Term: 01/01/2016 to 12/31/2016 
 
TRIAL COURT MEMBERS 
 
Hon. Laura J. Birkmeyer 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
  County of San Diego 
220 West Broadway 
San Diego, CA  92101 
(619) 450-5004 
Fax (619) 450-5234 
laura.birkmeyer@sdcourt.ca.gov 
Mailing Address 
P.O. Box 122724 
San Diego, CA  92112-2724 
Current Term: 01/01/2016 to 12/31/2017 
 

Hon. Tari L. Cody 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
  County of Ventura 
800 South Victoria Avenue 
Ventura, CA  93009-0001 
(805) 289-8790 
Fax (805) 677-8714 
tari.cody@ventura.courts.ca.gov 
Mailing Address 
P.O. Box 6489 
Ventura, CA  93006-6489 
Current Term: 01/01/2016 to 12/31/2017 
 
Hon. Linda Colfax 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
  County of San Francisco 
375 Woodside Avenue 
San Francisco, CA  94127 
(415) 551-3850 
Fax (415) 682-5255 
lcolfax@sftc.org 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2018 
 



Juvenile Law Curriculum Committee Roster 2017 

Page 2 

 

Hon. Donna Groman 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
  County of Los Angeles 
200 West Compton Boulevard 
Compton, CA  90220 
(310) 761-4261 
Fax (310) 639-8724 
dgroman@lacourt.org 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2018 
3 Previous Terms: 3/01/2010 to 12/31/2016 
 
Hon. Douglas Hatchimonji 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
  County of Orange 
341 The City Drive 
Orange, CA  92868 
(657) 622-5444 
Fax (714) 773-4639 
dhatchimonji@occourts.org 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2018 
 
Hon. Jacqueline C. Jackson 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
  County of Riverside 
9991 County Farm Road 
Riverside, CA  92503 
(951) 324-5775 
Fax (951) 324-5731 
Jacqueline.Jackson@riverside.courts.ca.gov 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2018 
2 Previous Terms: 11/01/2013 to 
12/31/2016 
 
Hon. Denise M. McLaughlin-Bennett 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
  County of Los Angeles 
1040 West Avenue J 
Lancaster, CA  93534 
(661) 483-5985 
Fax (661) 945-2648 
dmclaughlin-bennett@lacourt.org 
Current Term: 01/01/2016 to 12/31/2017 
 

Hon. Deborah C. Servino 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
  County of Orange 
341 The City Drive 
Orange, CA  92868 
(657) 622-5534 
Fax (714) 773-4639 
dchuang@occourts.org 
Current Term: 01/01/2016 to 12/31/2017 
 
Hon. Daniel Zeke Zeidler 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
  County of Los Angeles 
201 Centre Plaza Drive 
Monterey Park, CA  91754-2158 
(323) 307-8004 
Fax (323) 881-4515 
zzeidler@lacourt.org 
Current Term: 01/01/2016 to 12/31/2017 
Previous Term: 11/01/2012 to 12/31/2015 
 
APPELLATE COURT MEMBER 
 
Ms. Diana Knapp 
Senior Appellate Court Attorney 
Fifth District Court of Appeal 
2424 Ventura Street 
Fresno, CA  93721 
(559) 445-5694 
Fax (559) 445-5769 
diana.knapp@jud.ca.gov 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2018 
 
CJER GOVERNING COMMITTEE LIAISON 
 
Hon. Mark A. Juhas 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
  County of Los Angeles 
111 North Hill Street 
Los Angeles, CA  90012 
(213) 633-1064 
Fax (213) 680-3778 
majuhas@lacourt.org 
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ASSIGNED JUDGES PROGRAM LIAISON 
 
Hon. Arnold D. Rosenfield (Ret.) 
Superior Court of California, 
  County of Sonoma 
600 Administration Drive 
Santa Rosa, CA  95403 
(707) 578-4374 
phylarn@comcast.net 
 
JUDICIAL COUNCIL STAFF LIAISONS 
 
Ms. Kerry Doyle 
Attorney 
Center for Families, Children & the Courts 
Judicial Council of California 
455 Golden Gate Avenue 
San Francisco, CA  94102-3688 
(415) 865-8791 
Fax (415) 865-7217 
kerry.doyle@jud.ca.gov 
 
Ms. Audrey Fancy 
Supervising Attorney 
Center for Families, Children & the Courts 
Judicial Council of California 
455 Golden Gate Avenue 
San Francisco, CA  94102-3688 
(415) 865-7706 
Fax (415) 865-7217 
audrey.fancy@jud.ca.gov 
 
Ms. Carrie Zoller 
Supervising Attorney 
Center for Families, Children & the Courts 
Judicial Council of California 
455 Golden Gate Avenue 
San Francisco, CA  94102-3688 
(415) 865-8829 
Fax (415) 865-7217 
carrie.zoller@jud.ca.gov 
 

CJER LEAD STAFF 
 
Ms. Nanette Zavala 
Attorney 
Center for Judicial Education and Research 
Judicial Council of California 
455 Golden Gate Avenue 
San Francisco, CA  94102-3688 
(415) 865-4379 
Fax (415) 865-4335 
nanette.zavala@jud.ca.gov 
 
CJER STAFF 
 
Ms. Khanh Nguyen 
Center for Judicial Education and Research 
Judicial Council of California 
455 Golden Gate Avenue 
San Francisco, CA  94102-3688 
(415) 865-8855 
Fax (415) 865-4335 
khanh.nguyen@jud.ca.gov 



 
 

455 Golden Gate Avenue, 6th Floor, San Francisco, California 94102-3688 
Phone:  415-865-7745    Fax:  415-865-4335 

 
2017 

 
Probate Law Curriculum Committee 

 
Roster 

 
CHAIR 
 
Hon. Maria E. Stratton 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
  County of Los Angeles 
111 North Hill Street 
Los Angeles, CA  90012 
(213) 633-0245 
Fax (213) 633-1971 
mestratton@lacourt.org 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2018 
 
APPELLATE COURT JUSTICE MEMBER 
 
Hon. Sandra Lynn Margulies 
Associate Justice of the Court of Appeal 
First Appellate District 
Division One 
350 McAllister Street 
San Francisco, CA  94102-3600 
(415) 865-7280 
Fax (415) 865-7309 
sandra.margulies@jud.ca.gov 
Current Term: 01/01/2016 to 12/31/2017 
 

TRIAL COURT MEMBERS 
 
Hon. Jeffrey S. Bostwick 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
  County of San Diego 
1409 Fourth Avenue 
San Diego, CA  92101 
(619) 450-7501 
Fax (619) 450-7596 
jeffrey.bostwick@sdcourt.ca.gov 
Mailing Address 
P.O. Box 122724 
San Diego, CA  92112-2724 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2018 
 
Hon. Bradford J. DeMeo 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
  County of Sonoma 
3055 Cleveland Avenue 
Santa Rosa, CA  95403 
(707) 521-6732 
Fax (707) 521-6750 
bdemeo2@sonomacourt.org 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2018 
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Hon. Lesley C. Green 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
  County of Los Angeles 
111 North Hill Street 
Los Angeles, CA  90012 
(213) 633-0251 
Fax (213) 229-9901 
lcgreen@lacourt.org 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2018 
 
Hon. Stanford E. Reichert 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
  County of San Bernardino 
247 West Third Street 
San Bernardino, CA  92415 
(909) 521-3318 
Fax (909) 708-8586 
sreichert@sb-court.org 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2018 
 
Hon. Tara Reilly 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
  County of San Bernardino 
247 West Third Street 
San Bernardino, CA  92415 
(909) 708-8708 
Fax (909) 708-8586 
treilly@sb-court.org 
Current Term: 01/01/2016 to 12/31/2017 
 
Hon. Glen M. Reiser 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
  County of Ventura 
800 South Victoria Avenue 
Ventura, CA  93009-0001 
(805) 289-8860 
Fax (805) 654-5110 
glen.reiser@ventura.courts.ca.gov 
Mailing Address 
P.O. Box 6489 
Ventura, CA  93006-6489 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2018 
 

Hon. John H. Sugiyama 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
  County of Contra Costa 
725 Court Street 
Martinez, CA  94553 
(925) 957-5714 
Fax (925) 957-5915 
jsugi@contracosta.courts.ca.gov 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2018 
 
TRIAL COURT PROBATE ATTORNEY 
MEMBER 
 
Ms. Jayne C.S. Lee 
Probate Attorney 
Superior Court of California 
  County of San Joaquin 
222 E. Weber Ave., Room 303 
Stockton, CA  95202 
(209) 992-5312 
Fax (209) 992-5663 
jlee@sjcourts.org 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2018 
 
TRIAL COURT PROBATE EXAMINER 
MEMBERS 
 
Ms. Terri L. Daniel 
Court Operations Manager, Probate 
Division 
Superior Court of California 
   County of San Bernardino 
351 North Arrowhead Ave 
San Bernardino, CA  92415 
(909) 521-3530 
TDaniel@sb-court.org 
Current Term: 01/01/2016 to 12/31/2017 
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Ms. Sheri Gulino 
Probate Director 
Superior Court of California, 
County of Riverside 
4050 Main Street 
Riverside, CA  92501 
(951) 777-3134 
Sheri.Gulino@riverside.courts.ca.gov 
Current Term: 01/01/2016 to 12/31/2017 
 
Ms. Karina Iliana Palacio 
Probate Examiner/Paralegal 
Superior Court of California 
County of Imperial 
939 Main Street 
El Centro, CA  92243 
(760) 482-2238 
karina.palacio@imperial.courts.ca.gov 
Current Term: 01/01/2016 to 12/31/2017 
 
TRIAL COURT PROBATE INVESTIGATOR 
MEMBER 
 
Ms. Tamara Mickels 
Probate Court Investigator 
Superior Court of California, 
  County of San Bernardino 
247 West 3rd Street, First floor, Room 196 
San Bernardino, CA  92415 
(909) 521-3166 
Fax (909) 521-3521 
tmickels@sb-court.org 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2018 
 
CJER GOVERNING COMMITTEE LIAISON 
 
Hon. Mary Thornton House 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
  County of Los Angeles 
111 North Hill Street 
Los Angeles, CA  90012 
(213) 633-0467 
Fax (213) 621-7952 
mhouse@lacourt.org 
 

ASSIGNED JUDGES PROGRAM LIAISON 
 
(VACANT) 
 
JUDICIAL COUNCIL STAFF LIAISON 
 
Mr. Corby Sturges 
Attorney 
Center for Families, Children & the Courts 
Operations and Programs Division 
Judicial Council of California 
455 Golden Gate Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94102-3688 
415-865-4507 
Corby.Sturges@jud.ca.gov 
 
CJER LEAD STAFF 
 
Mr. Eugene Kim 
Attorney 
Center for Judicial Education and Research 
Judicial Council of California 
455 Golden Gate Avenue 
San Francisco, CA  94102-3688 
(415) 865-4557 
Fax (415) 865-4335 
eugene.kim@jud.ca.gov 
 
CJER STAFF 
 
Ms. Khanh Nguyen 
Center for Judicial Education and Research 
Judicial Council of California 
455 Golden Gate Avenue 
San Francisco, CA  94102-3688 
(415) 865-8855 
Fax (415) 865-4335 
khanh.nguyen@jud.ca.gov 

mailto:Corby.Sturges@jud.ca.gov


 
 

455 Golden Gate Avenue, 6th Floor, San Francisco, California 94102-3688 
Phone:  415-865-7745    Fax:  415-865-4335 

 
2017 

 
Trial and Appellate Court Curriculum Committee 

 
Roster 

 
CHAIR 
 
Ms. Margaret Middleton 
Staff Development Specialist 
Superior Court of California, 
  County of Stanislaus 
800 11th Street 
Modesto, CA  95354 
(209) 530-3175 
Fax (209) 526-7162 
margaret.middleton@stanct.org 
Mailing Address 
P.O. Box 3488 
Modesto, CA  95354 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2018 
 

TRIAL COURT MEMBERS 
 
Ms. Jacquetta M. Adewole 
Family Court Services Supervisor 
Superior Court of California 
  County of San Bernardino 
351 North Arrowhead Avenue, Room #200 
San Bernardino, CA  92415 
(909) 521-3179 
Fax (909) 521-3159 
jadewole@sb-court.org 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2018 
 
Ms. Nina Henson 
Court Operations Supervisor 
Superior Court of California, 
  County of San Diego 
1409 Fourth Avenue 
San Diego, CA  92101 
(619) 450-7581 
Fax (619) 450-7551 
nina.henson@sdcourt.ca.gov 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2018 
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Mr. Orin G. Johnson 
Instructional Designer 
Superior Court 
County of San Francisco 
400 McAllister Street 
San Francisco, CA  94102 
(415) 551-5908 
ojohnson@sftc.org 
Current Term: 01/01/2016 to 12/31/2017 
 
Ms. Jodi L. Leveque 
Court Division Supervisor 
Superior Court of California, 
  County of Napa 
1111 Third Street 
Napa, CA  94559 
(707) 299-1172 
Fax (707) 253-4229 
jodi.leveque@napa.courts.ca.gov 
Current Term: 01/01/2016 to 12/31/2017 
 
Ms. Addie D. Lovelace 
Court Operations Manager 
Superior Court of California 
County of Los Angeles 
Stanley Mosk Courthouse 
Los Angeles, CA  90012 
(213) 633-0052 
Fax (213) 626-6651 
alovelace@lacourt.org 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2018 
 
Ms. Sara Ochoa 
Court Operations Manager- Civil Efiling 
Orange County Superior Court 
700 Civil Center Dr., West 
Santa Ana, CA  92702 
(657) 622-7444 
sochoa@occourts.org 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2018 
 

Ms. Scharonica Smith 
Court Supervisor 
Alameda County Superior Court 
661 Washington St. 
Oakland, CA  94607 
(510) 627-4978 
Fax (510) 627-4934 
ssmith@alameda.courts.ca.gov 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2018 
 
Ms. Kimberly Renee Stucker 
Court Operations Manager 
Superior Court of California, 
  County of San Diego 
325 South Melrose Drive 
Vista, CA  92081 
(760) 201-8081 
Fax (760) 201-8059 
kimberly.stucker@sdcourt.ca.gov 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2018 
 
Ms. Melissa Thompson 
Lead Clerk/Assistant Supervisor 
Superior Court of California, 
  County of El Dorado 
495 Main Street 
Placerville, CA  95667 
(530) 621-6706 
Fax (530) 622-9774 
mthompson@eldoradocourt.org 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2018 
 
Ms. Shelby Wineinger 
Operations Manager 
Superior Court of California 
  County of Sacramento 
9605 Kiefer Blvd. 
Sacramento, CA  95827 
(916) 875-5027 
Fax (916) 875-6497 
wineins@saccourt.ca.gov 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2018 
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Ms. Joan Wright 
Court Training Manager 
Superior Court of California, 
  County of Los Angeles 
Monrovia Training Academy 
Monrovia, CA  91016 
(626) 471-7622 
jwright@lacourt.org 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2018 
 
SUPREME/APPELLATE COURT MEMBERS 
 
Ms. Victoria Pons 
Deputy Clerk 
Court of Appeal 
First Appellate District 
350 McAllister Street 
San Francisco, CA  94102-3600 
(415) 865-7299 
Fax (415) 865-7309 
victoria.pons@jud.ca.gov 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2018 
 
Ms. Mariana Sanchez 
Assistant Clerk/Administrator 
Court of Appeal 
Sixth Appellate District 
333 West Santa Clara Street, Suite 1060 
San Jose, CA  95113 
Phone: (408) 494-2535 
mariana.sanchez@jud.ca.gov 
Current Term: 01/01/2016 to 12/31/2017 
 
Ms. Shandra Santana 
Supervising Deputy Clerk 
Court of Appeal 
Fifth Appellate District 
2424 Ventura Street 
Fresno, CA  93721 
(559) 445-5789 
Fax (559) 445-5769 
shandra.santana@jud.ca.gov 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2018 
 

HR PROFESSIONAL MEMBERS 
 
Ms. Ginny Spevak-Scheitt 
Staff Development Specialist 
Superior Court of California 
County of San Diego 
San Diego, CA  92101 
(619) 450-7258 
virginia.scheitt@sdcourt.ca.gov 
Mailing Address 
330 W. Broadway, #251 
San Diego, CA  92101 
Current Term: 01/01/2016 to 12/31/2017 
 
Mr. Bud Whalen 
Organizational Development Officer 
700 Civic Center Drive West 
Santa Ana, CA  92701 
(657) 622-7701 
bwhalen@occourts.org 
Mailing Address 
Orange County Superior Court  Rm. 700 
Civic Center Drive West 
Santa Ana, CA  92701 
Current Term: 01/01/2017 to 12/31/2018 
 
TRIAL COURT JUDGE (ADVISORY) 
 
(VACANT) 
 
CJER GOVERNING COMMITTEE LIAISON 
 
Ms. Mary Majich Davis 
Chief Deputy Court Executive Officer 
Superior Court of California, 
  County of San Bernardino 
303 West Third Street, 4th Floor 
San Bernardino, CA  92415-0302 
(909) 708-8769 
Fax (909) 708-8783 
mcdavis@sb-court.org 
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JUDICIAL COUNCIL STAFF LIAISONS 
 
Ms. Deborah Collier-Tucker 
Manager 
Appellate Court Services 
Judicial Council of California 
455 Golden Gate Avenue 
San Francisco, CA  94102 
(415) 865-4251 
Fax (415) 865-4315 
deborah.collier-tucker@jud.ca.gov 
 
CJER LEAD STAFF 
 
Ms. Rhonda Sharbono 
Education Supervisor 
Center for Judicial Education and Research 
Judicial Council of California 
455 Golden Gate Avenue 
San Francisco, CA  94102-3688 
(415) 865-8033 
Fax (415) 865-4335 
rhonda.sharbono@jud.ca.gov 
 
CJER STAFF 
 
(VACANT) 
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