Sierra County
Superior Court

Site Visit
August 4, 2017



SLT to Downieville

Johnsville

Little Grass
Valley
Poker Flat
La Porte
Queen City

.
Downievilleg—g ﬁ SRS iegaitity

Goodyears Bar
Forest

Alleghany

Graniteville

Lake City Washington

Emigrant Gap

Blue Canyon

Westville

sierra Chicage Park

Graeagle

Clio

Calpine

Last Chance

Michigan
Bluff

Foresthill

Wolcanoville

Greekstore

Goggins

Ramsey
Crossing

Zuver

MeCulleh

Loyalton Cold Springs

= 2 h 56 min
148 miles

Flodiston

Truc keea

Clympic
Valiey

Tahos City

)]

Glenbroar

Homewood b
Tahoma f

Holiday Inn Expresso
South Lake Tahoe

Lemmon
Valley-Golden
Valley Spanish
Springs

Sun Valley

Patric
McCarran

Sparks .
Reno a0

Lockwood

Washoe City
Mew
Washoe City

Virginia City

Gardnerville




Sierra County

highlighting_Sierra_County.svg



Downieville to Red Bluff
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Sierra County

Established 1852

2"d smallest by population (3240 as of
2010)

Downieville population is 282 (2010)
In the Sierra Nevada, NW of Lake Tahoe

962 square miles, Downieville @ 2966’



Sierra Superior Court

Courthouse builtin 1952

2 judges, .3 Commissioner (shared), CEO and
five employees

Presiding Judge: Hon. Charles H. Ervin
Asst. Presiding Judge: Hon. Yvette Durant
CEO: Lee Kirby

1 courtroom, 3 offices and a Clerk’s Office



Sierra Superior Court

Filings: Average about 850 per year
Revenues (FY 17-18): $835,244
Expenditures (FY 17-18): $1,065,740

Judges sit on a reciprocal basis in many
counties in central and northern California



Successes

New roof, waterproof building shell and
energy efficient windows

ADA compliant bathroom

Additional facilities projects underway for
security and office space upgrades



Presiding Judge
Charles H. Ervin

Court Executive Officer

Asst Presiding Judge
Lee E. Kirby

Hon. Yvette Durant

.3 Child Support Commissioner
Hon. Jason LaChance

Contract Staff
Self Help Attorney
Fiscal Analyst
IT Administrator
HR Analyst
Family Law Mediator

Supervising Clerk

Supervisors Work and Scheduling of Court Clerks
County of Sierra, Janitorial,

Administrative Assistant & Deputy Jury

Commissioner
I, Il and 111, Court Calendar, CSR, Bailiff &

Court Collections, Facilities, Acquisitions,
Interpreter Services Coordinator - Provides all Assigned Judges Program Coordinator &
Essential Courtroom Support and Justice Partner Accounts Payable, & Interpreter Program
Resource Coordination, including Appointment of Coordinator
Counsel

Payroll & Benefits
Drug Court Coordinator
Contract Counsel
Court Reporter

Court Clerk 1
Courtroom & Processing Clerk

Traffic, Small Claims, Unlawful
Detainers Limited Civil & Family Law,
DV TROs & Civil Harassment

Records Retention Coordinator

Court Clerk Il
Courtroom & Processing Legal Assistant

Clerk . L . .
Criminal & Juvenile Unlimited Civil, Judicial Assistant,
T Self Help, Family Law Facilitator
q y Support & Juvenile Dependency,

Drug Court Assistant
JBSIS Entry

Court Clerk 111

Appellate Division Coordinating
Clerk, Law Library Maintenance



Successes

Collaborative courts established for mental
health, drug & alcohol veteran issues

The DA, PD, County DHHS and Probation
work together with defendants who meet
appropriate criteria with the objective of
implementing evidence-based practices for
successful offender treatment
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Challenges

Through JCC security grants, security
cameras and secure entrances have been
established

Courthouse entrance, common areas and
single courtroom remain unsecured

Inmates are walked through the court staff
offices to reach the courtroom holding cell
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Challenges

Recruiting experienced and qualified staff is
difficult due to a lack of available housing,
declining permanent residences and school
populations, lack of medical care

Severe weather and 2-3 hour round trip
commutes over mountain passes
discourage likely candidates from applying
and staying with long-term career goals
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Challenges

Limited local resources for any repairs,
equipment, deliveries and/or project
management are ongoing constraints

Court has needed to develop a successful
video conferencing network to facilitate
communication with the nearest jail facility,
reciprocal judicial assistance, regional
appellate panel and professional service
contractors

13
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