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Power of Democracy
The non-partisan, non-political Power of 
Democracy is a statewide civic learning 
initiative driven by leaders from the judiciary, 
business and education.



CA Task Force on K-12 Civic Learning

Chief Justice Tani G. Cantil-Sakauye

State Superintendent of Public 
Instruction Tom Torlakson

Established jointly by:



Task Force Final Report: Recommendations
 Revise the state curriculum standards and curriculum 

frameworks to emphasize civic learning, starting in 
Kindergarten

 Integrate civic learning into state assessment and 
accountability systems

 Provide professional learning in civic learning research based 
practices – Six Proven Practices

 Develop an articulated sequence of instruction in civic 
learning across K-12

 Provide equal access to high quality civic learning
 Integrate civic learning into Local Control Accountability Plans



Power of Democracy:
Continuing the work of the Task Force

State Level
 Partnering with the State Board of 

Education on updating the History Social 
Science framework to make civic learning 
relevant and robust

Local Level
 Launching Civic Learning Partnerships in 6 

Counties to call for implementation of Task 
Force Recommendations: 

 Alameda
 Butte
 Fresno
 Los Angeles

 Sacramento
 San Diego



Top Quality Civic Learning is Possible

Civic Learning Awards
Spotlight on Brawley High School

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bxFLmlH0wsI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bxFLmlH0wsI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bxFLmlH0wsI


BRAWLEY UNION HIGH SCHOOL
CIVIC LEARNING AWARD OF EXCELLENCE

Judicial Council of California
April 15, 2016

Presented by:
Brawley Union High School

Simon Canalez, Superintendent 
Jose Flores, Teacher
Christian Nunez, Student



LOCAL GOVERNMENT

SCHOOL BOARD 
MEETING

CITY COUNCIL MEETING

COUNTY SUPERVISORS MEETING



RIGOR, RELEVANCE & RELATIONSHIPS



CALIFORNIA COURTS 

IMPERIAL COUNTY FOURTH DISTRICT COURT OF APPEALS



SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA

ASSEMBLY MEMBER EDWARDO GARCIA



COMITE CIVICO PARTNERSHIP



CIVIC & ENVIRONMENTAL LITERACY (POLICY)

GINA McCARTHY
E.P.A. ADMINISTRATOR

JANET McCABE- E.P.A. ASSISTANT 
ADMINISTRATOR



K-8 CIVIC LEARNING INITIATIVE



FOR MORE INFORMATION
ON BRAWLEY HIGH SCHOOL

Jose Flores,   
jflores@brawleyhigh.org  

Simon Canalez, 
scanalez@brawleyhigh.org
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