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Executive Summary 
The Court Facilities Advisory Committee and its Subcommittee on Courthouse Names 
recommends approving the request to name the existing, unnamed courthouse in the 
Bill Santucci Justice Center in the City of Roseville as the Howard G. Gibson Courthouse. This 
approval provides a name for the existing courthouse that was constructed in 2008 and honors a 
former member of the bench of the Superior Court of Placer County.  

Recommendation 
The Court Facilities Advisory Committee and its Subcommittee on Courthouse Names 
recommends that the Judicial Council, effective October 27, 2015, approve the request to name 
the existing, unnamed courthouse in the Bill Santucci Justice Center in the City of Roseville as 
the Howard G. Gibson Courthouse. 



Previous Council Action 
The council has taken no previous action on this courthouse naming request. In April 2014, the 
council adopted its revised Courthouse Naming Policy, available at 
www.courts.ca.gov/documents/jc-20140425-itemJ.pdf. 

Rationale for Recommendation 
Currently, the Superior Court of California, County of Placer, has an existing courthouse in the 
City of Roseville that is part of the Bill Santucci Justice Center, a complex containing three 
buildings: the existing courthouse, the jail, and the building that houses the offices of the 
probation department and the district attorney. This justice center has been named after former 
Mayor of Roseville and Board of Supervisors Member Bill Santucci, although none of its 
buildings have been officially named to date. Therefore, the superior court requests that the 
existing courthouse be named after Judge Howard G. Gibson—a former member of their bench 
who passed away in 1986 (see Attachment A). 

Judge Gibson was a World War II veteran and a very well-respected community leader. He had 
been in private practice in the City of Roseville prior to becoming a justice court judge for the 
majority of his career there and then a superior court judge for the last several years. He was also 
raised in the City of Roseville and was friends with Bill Santucci. The superior court has reached 
out to the Santucci family, speaking with a surviving relative of the former mayor, in order to 
explain the naming request, and no objection was raised. There is also local community support 
for this request, as expressed by the City of Roseville as well as by Placer County’s Office of the 
Sheriff, Bar Association, Board of Supervisors, and District Attorney (see Attachments B and F). 

The advisory committee and its Subcommittee on Courthouse Names reviewed the naming 
request against section III.B.b of the council’s Courthouse Naming Policy and found that it 
complies with all requirements. 

Comments, Alternatives Considered, and Policy Implications 
Per the council’s naming policy, requests involving names of persons for court facilities require 
evaluation by the advisory committee’s Subcommittee on Courthouse Names, with a 
recommendation to the full advisory committee. On August 10, 2015, the advisory committee’s 
Subcommittee on Courthouse Names evaluated the naming request, voting unanimously that the 
full advisory committee make a recommendation to the council to approve the request. In 
advance of that meeting, this naming request was posted for public comment on August 5, 2015, 
and no public comments were received. Also, and in advance of the full advisory committee’s 
meeting on September 16, 2015, this naming request was posted for public comment on 
September 4, 2015, and no public comments were received. 
 
In light of the strong community support reflected in the attachments to this proposal, no 
alternatives to the recommended action were considered. 
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Implementation Requirements, Costs, and Operational Impacts 
The costs of designing and fabricating the signage for the existing courthouse in the City of 
Roseville would be paid from the operating budget of the Superior Court of Placer County. 
Because the superior court initiated this naming request, it is aware of these expenditures. 

Relevant Strategic Plan Goals and Operational Plan Objectives 
The recommended council action supports Goal III, Modernization of Management and 
Administration, and Goal VI, Branchwide Infrastructure for Service Excellence. 

Attachments 
1. Attachment A: Courthouse naming request from Presiding Judge Alan V. Pineschi, 

Superior Court of California, County of Placer, July 27, 2015 
2. Attachment B: Letter supporting the naming request from Sheriff-Coroner-Marshal 

Edward N. Bonner, Placer County, August 4, 2015 
3. Attachment C: Letter supporting the naming request from President Daniel S. Wesp, 

Placer County Bar Association, August 3, 2015 
4. Attachment D: Resolution supporting the naming request from the Placer County Board of 

Supervisors, August 4, 2015 
5. Attachment E: Resolution supporting the naming request from the City of Roseville, 

August 5, 2015 
6. Attachment F: Letter supporting the naming request from District Attorney R. Scott Owens, 

Office of the Placer County District Attorney, August 7, 2015 
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Attachment A





August 4, 2015 

Honorable Brad Hill, Chair 
Judicial Council – Court Facilities Advisory Committee 
455 Golden Gate Avenue  
San Francisco, California  94102 

Re: Courthouse Naming-Placer County Superior Court 

Honorable Justice Hill: 

This letter is to express my full enthusiastic support for the Placer County Superior Court’s 
application to name the Courthouse located in Roseville, California at the Santucci Justice 
Center after Judge Howard G. Gibson.  

Judge Gibson was a well-respected jurist in Placer County for over twenty five years having 
served as a Justice Court Judge in the Roseville Justice Court from 1958 until his appointment 
to the Superior Court in 1982 by Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr.  He was the first lawyer from 
the City of Roseville to have ever been appointed and serve on the Superior Court of Placer 
County.  I remember Judge Gibson as a young deputy and he was held in high regard by law 
enforcement and the defense community. Throughout his judicial career he was known for his 
accessibility, fairness, wisdom and humility and kindness.   

I join the Judges of the Superior Court, the Placer County District Attorney Scott Owens, the 
Placer County Board of Supervisors, the Roseville City Council and Placer County Bar 
Association in asking your committee to approve this application and recommend to the Judicial 
Council of California that the Courthouse in Roseville be named in honor of Judge Howard G. 
Gibson. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Edward N. Bonner 
Sheriff-Coroner-Marshal 

Attachment B
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