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Meeting Agenda March 24, 2023

Judicial Council of California

Judicial Council Meeting materials
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this document.
Open to the Public Unless Indicated as Closed
(Cal. Rules of Court, rule 10.6(a))

Requests for ADA accommodation should be directed to
JCCAccessCoordinator@jud.ca.gov

Friday, March 24, 2023 9:40 AM Videoconference

CLOSED SESSION (RULE 10.6(b))—PLANNING, PERSONNEL, AND
DISCUSSION PROTECTED BY THE ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGE

Session: 9:15-9:30 a.m.

OPEN SESSION (RULE 10.6(a)) — MEETING AGENDA

A link to the live videostream will be available in the Meeting Information Center at the start of the
open session. If the closed session adjourns late, the start time of the open session may be delayed.

Open Session Begins: 9:40 a.m.

Call to Order

10 minutes

Public Comment

10 minutes
The Judicial Council welcomes public comment on general matters of judicial administration. Written
comments are encouraged in advance of the meeting for specific agenda items so council members can

consider them prior to the council meeting. For more information about on public comment

procedures, Visit:

http://www.courts.ca.gcov/28045.htm

Submit advance requests to speak and written comments for this meeting by 1 p.m. on Thursday,
March 23. Requests to make in-person or remote public comments are encouraged in advance, or by
9 a.m. on March 24, instructions will be provided by auto-reply to email:

judicialcouncil@jud.ca.gov
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Chief Justice’s Report

15 minutes
Acting Administrative Director’s Report
23-025 Acting Administrative Director’s Report
15 minutes

Judicial Council Internal Committee Presentations and Reports

23-075 Presentation | Rules Committee
Speakers: Hon. Carin T. Fujisaki, Chair
10 minutes
23-074 Written Reports
CONSENT AGENDA
5 minutes

A council member may request an item be moved from the Consent Agenda to the Discussion Agenda.
Please notify Josely Yangco-Fronda at 415-865-7626 at least 48 hours before the meeting.

23-024 Minutes of January 20, 2023, Judicial Council Meeting
23-046 Court Facilities | Building Official Policy (Action Required)
Summary: The Court Facilities Advisory Committee and Trial Court Facility Modification

Advisory Committee recommend adoption of the Building Official Policy. This
policy sets forth the role, responsibilities, and qualifications of the Judicial Council’s
Building Official, and establishes the process for appeal of the Building Official’s

determinations.

23-047 Court Facilities | California Environmental Quality Act Objectives,
Criteria, and Procedures (Action Required)

Summary: The Court Facilities Advisory Committee and Trial Court Facility Modification

Advisory Committee recommend adoption of the California Environmental

Quality Act Objectives, Criteria, and Procedures for use by the Judicial Council to
ensure that it considers potentially significant environmental impacts of its projects.
California law directs public agencies to adopt objectives, criteria, and procedures for
evaluation of projects and preparation of environmental documents consistent with the
California Environmental Quality Act and its regulations.
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23-020 Jury Instructions | Criminal Jury Instructions (2023 Edition)
(Action Required)

Summary: The Advisory Committee on Criminal Jury Instructions recommends approving for
publication the revised criminal jury instructions prepared by the committee under rule
2.1050 of the California Rules of Court. These changes will keep the instructions
current with statutory and case authority. Once approved, the revised instructions will
be published in the 2023 edition of the Judicial Council of California Criminal
Jury Instructions (CALCRIM).

23-071 Juvenile Law | 2022-23 Allocations for Dependency Counsel
Collections Program and Expected Unspent Program Funding
(Action Required)

Summary: The Trial Court Budget Advisory Committee recommends two redistributions of
funding for court-appointed juvenile dependency counsel for fiscal year (FY)
2022-23. Under the Juvenile Dependency Counsel Collections Program, courts
collect reimbursements from parents and other responsible persons liable for the cost
of dependency-related legal services to the extent that those persons are able to pay.
The committee recommends that the Judicial Council allocate the FY 2021-22
statutorily restricted funds remitted in excess of dependency counsel program
administrative costs to the trial courts, calculated according to the methodology
adopted by the council. The committee also recommends that the council reallocate
unspent dependency counsel funding from courts that have identified funds they do
not intend to spend to courts funded at below the average statewide funding level.

23-072 Rules and Forms | Technical Form Changes to Reflect Federal
Poverty Guidelines (Action Required)

Summary: Judicial Council staff recommend the revision of four Judicial Council forms containing
figures based on the federal poverty guidelines to reflect the changes in those
guidelines recently published by the federal government. Staff also recommend that, at
the same time, one of the forms also be revised to reflect recent additions to the
qualifying public benefits listed in the fee waiver statute, Government Code section

68632(a).
23-068 Rules and Forms | Jury Instructions: Public Access and
Publication (Action Required)
Summary: The Rules Committee recommends revising California Rules of Court, rule 2.1050, to

remove any implicit references to copyright and to express the council’s continued
interest in both free public access to its civil and criminal jury instructions and having
publishers accurately publish the instructions, properly attribute the council as the
source of the instructions, and not claim copyright in them. This proposal originated
with a suggestion from a nonprofit organization after a change in copyright law that
impacts government bodies.
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23-077

Summary:

23-026

Summary:

Rules and Forms | Miscellaneous Technical Changes
(Action Required)

Various members of the judicial branch, members of the public, and Judicial Council
staff have identified errors in the California Rules of Court and Judicial Council forms
resulting from typographical errors, and minor changes needed to conform to recent
legislation or previous council actions. Judicial Council staff recommend making the
necessary corrections to ensure the rules and forms conform to law and to avoid
causing confusion for court users, clerks, and judicial officers.

Trial Court Budget | Base Funding Floor Inflationary Increases
(Action Required)

The Trial Court Budget Advisory Committee recommends that the Judicial Council
approve an update to the annual base funding floor process to include automatic
increases for the base funding floor courts, Alpine and Sierra Superior Courts, similar
to all other courts when general inflationary funding is received through the state
budget process. Currently, base funding for the two smallest courts is $950,000
annually and is based on the minimum level of staffing and operational costs
necessary.

DISCUSSION AGENDA

23-070

Summary:

Speakers:

Rules and Forms | Juvenile Law: Secure Youth Treatment Facility
Offense-Based Classification Matrix (Action Required)

The Family and Juvenile Law Advisory Committee recommends the adoption of a
rule of court to implement Welfare and Institutions Code section 875(h), which
requires the council to develop and adopt a matrix of offense-based classifications to
be used by all juvenile courts when setting baseline terms for youth committed to a
Secure Youth Treatment Facility (SYTF) disposition. The statute calls for the matrix
to assign a baseline term of years to each offense for which a youth can be committed
to an SYTF. The offenses are to be grouped into offense categories that are linked to
a standard baseline term of years for each offense category. The proposed matrix in
the rule would include four total offense categories, with each category assigned a
range of years as the standard baseline term. To assist the court in determining a
baseline term for each youth within the range, the rule sets forth criteria for the court
to weigh in making its decision.

Hon. Stephanie E. Hulsey, Cochair, Family and Juvenile Law Advisory Committee
Ms. Tracy Kenny, Center for Families, Children & the Courts

15 minutes
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23-069

Summary:

Speakers:

Speakers:

Judicial Branch Technology | Allocation of Funds for AB 716
Legislative Mandate, Fiscal Years 2022-23 and 2023-24
(Action Required)

The Budget Act of 2022 appropriated funding to upgrade the audio equipment needs
of courtrooms in support of Assembly Bill 716, which requires courts, at a minimum,
to provide a public audio stream or telephonic means with which to listen to the
courtroom proceedings when the courthouse is physically closed. The Technology
Committee recommends the Judicial Council allocate approximately $32 million
among trial courts for fiscal year 2022-23, as itemized in the attached summary. The
recommended allocations provide funding for needed audio upgrades to courts
eligible for funding that submitted requests.

Hon. Kyle S. Brodie, Chair, Technology Committee
Ms. Heather Pettit, Information Technology

10 minutes

Report to the Legislature | Online Infraction Adjudication and
Ability-to-Pay Determinations (February 2023) (Action Required)

This legislative report describes actions taken in furtherance of the statewide
expansion of online ability-to-pay determinations for infraction violations as authorized
by Assembly Bill 143 (Stats. 2021, ch. 79). In addition to providing data from courts
that have adopted the MyCitations tool to adjudicate eligible infractions, the report
also includes a performance evaluation of the pilot program. Sixteen courts currently
offer online ability-to-pay requests through MyCitations. As of January 1, 2023,
over 66,000 ability-to-pay requests were submitted through the MyCitations tool.
These requests account for $41.5 million in outstanding criminal fines and fees that
were granted a reduction account for over $20 million in reduced fines and fees. An
aggregate analysis of cases adjudicated during the pilot period demonstrates that
cases granted a reduction through the tool have a 61 percent success rate for full
repayment. By contrast, cases denied relief through the tool exhibit a 29 percent
success rate. Case-level analysis of requests adjudicated during the pilot period
demonstrates that repayment success increases when litigants are ordered to pay less.

Ms. Stephanie Bohrer, Assistant Court Executive Officer, Superior Court of
San Joaquin County

Ms. Francine Byrne, Criminal Justice Services

Ms. Martha Wright, Criminal Justice Services

15 minutes

Judicial Council of California

Page 5 Printed on 3/22/2023


http://jcc.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=3133
http://jcc.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=3083

Judicial Council Meeting Agenda March 24, 2023

INFORMATION ONLY ITEMS (NO ACTION REQUIRED)

23-002 Court Facilities | Trial Court Facility Modifications Report for
Quarter 2 of Fiscal Year 2022-23
Summary: This informational report to the Judicial Council outlines the allocations of facility

modification funding made to improve trial court facilities in the second quarter
(October through December) of fiscal year 2022-23. To determine allocations, the
Trial Court Facility Modification Advisory Committee reviews and approves facility
modification requests from across the state in accordance with the council’s Trial
Court Facility Modifications Policy.

23-067 Report to the Legislature | Compliance With Education
Requirements of Welfare and Institutions Code Section 304.7
Summary: In accordance with Welfare and Institutions Code section 304.7(c), the Judicial

Council submits the required compliance report. The attached report demonstrates
compliance by judges, commissioners, and referees with the juvenile judicial officer
training and education requirements of the statute. The information provided in this
report was gathered from the courts by staff of the Judicial Council’s Center for
Judicial Education and Research.

23-022 Report to the Legislature | Court Reporter Fees Collected and
Expenditures for Court Reporter Services in Superior Court Civil
Proceedings for 2021-22

Summary: Pursuant to Government Code section 68086(f), the Judicial Council is required to
submit a report on the statewide court reporter fees collected and expenditures for
court reporter services in superior court civil proceedings to the Joint Legislative
Budget Committee by February 1 of each year. On or before February 1, 2023,
Judicial Council staff submitted the Report of Court Reporter Fees Collected and
Expenditures for Court Reporter Services in Superior Court Civil Proceedings

for 2021-22.
23-023 Trial Courts | Quarterly Investment Report for Fourth Quarter
2022
Summary: This quarterly investment report covers the period from October 1, 2022, through

December 31, 2022, and provides the financial results for the funds invested by the
Judicial Council on behalf of the trial courts as part of the judicial branch treasury
program. The report is submitted under the Resolutions Regarding Investment
Activities for the Trial Courts, approved by the Judicial Council on February 27,
2004.
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Circulating Orders

23-073 Circulating Orders since the last business meeting.

Appointment Orders

23-083 Appointment Orders since the last business meeting.

Adjournment
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