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Executive Summary  
The Executive and Planning Committee recommends the approval of an unpaid sabbatical leave 
for Judge Jo-Lynne Q. Lee, Superior Court of Alameda County, for the period of January 1, 
2023, through May 31, 2023. During this sabbatical leave, Judge Lee intends to be a Visiting 
Fellow with the Commercial Law Center at Magdalen College, Oxford University to engage in a 
study comparing asbestos litigation as practiced in California with asbestos litigation as practiced 
in the United Kingdom and comparing the outcomes; she has now been formally invited since 
her April 15, 2022 letter. Judge Lee intends to share the information learned from the study with 
her colleagues on the bench and with the Alameda court’s administrators in hopes that it will 
lead to improvements in the management of the asbestos caseload. She also intends to submit an 
article for publication in the journal of the Alameda County Bar Association. 

Recommendation 
The Executive and Planning Committee recommends that the Judicial Council, effective January 
1, 2023, approve a request for an unpaid sabbatical leave for Judge Jo-Lynne Lee, Superior Court 
of Alameda County, from January 1 through May 31, 2023. 
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Relevant Previous Council Action 
On April 15, 2022, Judge Lee sent a sabbatical request to the Executive and Planning Committee 
via an application letter to Martin Hoshino, Administrative Director, Judicial Council of 
California (see Attachment A). 

Analysis/Rationale 
Rule 10.502 of the California Rules of Court (see Link A) provides for a judicial sabbatical 
program, including eligibility criteria, application procedures, and evaluation standards. Rule 
10.502(b) outlines the eligibility requirements for an unpaid sabbatical under Government Code 
section 68554. 

Government Code section 68554 (see Link B) authorizes the Judicial Council to grant a leave of 
absence for a period not to exceed one year: 

for the purpose of permitting study which will benefit the administration of justice 
and the individual’s performance of judicial duties, upon a finding that the 
absence will not work to the detriment of the court. During a study leave, the 
judge shall receive no compensation, nor shall the period of absence count as 
service toward retirement, but the time of leave shall not toll the term of office. 

Judge Lee is currently presiding over the Asbestos Litigation Department at the Superior Court 
of Alameda County and has held the assignment since January 2020. Judge Lee’s participation as 
a Visiting Fellow at Magdalen College, Oxford University will allow her to interview British 
barristers who specialize in asbestos litigation, observe court proceedings, and consult with 
researchers and other academics at Oxford in developing her analysis. Judge Lee states that 
given the significant time, money, and personnel devoted to asbestos-related cases, she believes 
it would be beneficial to investigate how other courts process and resolve these complex, 
resource-intensive matters and to examine the difference, if any, in outcomes. 

Judge Lee’s sabbatical proposal contains all the documentation required by rule 10.502. Her 
application letter (Attachment A) elaborates how her study will lead to benefits to the 
administration of justice in California and the performance of her duties. Presiding Judge Charles 
A. Smiley of the Superior Court of Alameda County has written a letter of support for Judge 
Lee’s sabbatical (see Attachment B). 

Policy implications 
This sabbatical request has no policy implications because it adheres to the requirements of the 
judicial sabbatical program provided for in rule 10.502 of the California Rules of Court. 

Comments 
Presiding Judge Smiley states his approval of Judge Lee’s sabbatical leave of five months and 
recommends its submission to the Judicial Council. He states in his letter, “I support research 
that might provide insight as to how to better manage and process this type of litigation.” 

https://courts.ca.gov/cms/rules/index.cfm?title=ten&linkid=rule10_502
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=68554.&lawCode=GOV
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Alternatives considered 
The alternative not to recommend the sabbatical request was dismissed by the Executive and 
Planning Committee because the request adheres to the guidelines provided in rule 10.502. 

Fiscal and Operational Impacts 
There is no fiscal impact. If the unpaid sabbatical leave is approved, Judge Lee will draw no 
salary during her sabbatical, and the period of absence does not count as service toward 
retirement. 

Attachments and Links 
1. Attachment A: Judicial sabbatical program application letter from Judge Jo-Lynne Q. Lee to 

Martin Hoshino, Administrative Director, Judicial Council 
2. Attachment B: Letter from Presiding Judge Charles A. Smiley, Superior Court of Alameda 

County, to Martin Hoshino, Administrative Director, Judicial Council 
3. Link A: Cal. Rules of Court, rule 10.502, 

https://courts.ca.gov/cms/rules/index.cfm?title=ten&linkid=rule10_502 
4. Link B: Gov. Code, § 68554, 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=68554.&la
wCode=GOV 

 

https://courts.ca.gov/cms/rules/index.cfm?title=ten&linkid=rule10_502
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=68554.&lawCode=GOV
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=68554.&lawCode=GOV
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