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Executive Summary

In accordance with Welfare and Institutions Code section 304.7(c), the Judicial Council submits
the required compliance report to the Legislature, the 2025 Juvenile Dependency Training
Completion Report. The attached report demonstrates compliance by judges, commissioners, and
referees with the juvenile judicial officer training and education requirements of the statute. The
information provided in this report was gathered from the courts by staff of the Judicial
Council’s Center for Judicial Education and Resources.

Relevant Previous Reporting or Action

To satisfy the requirements of Welfare and Institutions Code section 304.7(a) and (b), effective
January 1, 1997, the Judicial Council has developed education and training for judges,
commissioners, and referees on juvenile dependency. The report has been sent directly to the
Legislature from Judicial Council staff, as required by section 304.7(c).

Analysis/Rationale
Welfare and Institutions Code section 304.7 requires the following:
(a) The Judicial Council shall develop and implement standards for the education

and training of all judges who conduct hearings pursuant to Section 300. The
training shall include, but not be limited to, all of the following:


mailto:melissa.rodgers@jud.ca.gov

(1) A component relating to Section 300 proceedings for newly appointed or
elected judges and an annual training session in Section 300 proceedings.

(2) Cultural competency and sensitivity relating to, and best practices for,
providing adequate care to lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender youth.

(3) The information described in subdivision (d) of Section 16501.4.
(4) The information described in subdivision (i) of Section 16521.5.

(b) A commissioner or referee who is assigned to conduct hearings held pursuant
to Section 300 shall meet the minimum standards for education and training
established pursuant to subdivision (a), by July 31, 1998.

(c¢) The Judicial Council shall submit an annual report to the Legislature on
compliance by judges, commissioners, and referees with the education and
training standards described in subdivisions (a) and (b).

This report fulfills the requirements of the statute. (See Attachment A.)

Fiscal Impact and Policy Implications

None.

Attachments and Links

1. Attachment A: 2025 Juvenile Dependency Training Completion Report
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Attachment A

JUDICIAL COUNCIL of CALIFORNIA

March 24, 2026

Ms. Cara L. Jenkins
Legislative Counsel

1021 O Street, Suite 3210
Sacramento, California 95814

Ms. Erika Contreras
Secretary of the Senate

State Capitol, Room 305
Sacramento, California 95814

Ms. Sue Parker

Chief Clerk of the Assembly
State Capitol, Room 319
Sacramento, California 95814

Re: 2025 Juvenile Dependency Training Completion Report, as required
under Welfare and Institutions Code section 304.7

Dear Ms. Jenkins, Ms. Contreras, and Ms. Parker:

Under Welfare and Institutions Code section 304.7, the Judicial Council
is submitting the 2025 Juvenile Dependency Training Completion Report,
regarding the education and reporting requirements for judicial officers
who hear juvenile dependency matters. The report is attached.

If you have any questions related to this report, please contact Karene I.
Alvarado, Director, Center for Judicial Education and Resources at 415-
865-7761 and Karene.Alvarado@)jud.ca.gov.

Sincerely,

ittt

Michelle Curran
Administrative Director
Judicial Council
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Ms. Cara L. Jenkins
Ms. Erika Contreras
Ms. Sue Parker
March 24, 2026
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Attachment

cc: Eric Dang, Counsel, Office of Senate President pro Tempore Monique Limoén
Emelyn Rodriguez, General Counsel, Office of Assembly Speaker Robert Rivas
Shaun Naidu, Policy Consultant, Office of Assembly Speaker Robert Rivas
Anita Lee, Principal Fiscal and Policy Analyst, Legislative Analyst’s Office
Gabriel Petek, Legislative Analyst, Legislative Analyst’s Office
Mark Jimenez, Principal Program Budget Analyst, Department of Finance
Henry Ng, Budget Analyst, Department of Finance
Margie Estrada, Chief Counsel, Senate Judiciary Committee
Stephanie Jordan, Counsel, Chief Counsel, Senate Public Safety Committee
Eric Csizmar, Consultant, Senate Republican Policy Office
Morgan Branch, Consultant, Senate Republican Policy Office
Alison Merrilees, Chief Counsel, Assembly Judiciary Committee
Andrew Ironside, Chief Counsel, Assembly Public Safety Committee
Nora Brackbill, Consultant, Senate Budget and Fiscal Review Committee
Jennifer Kim, Consultant, Assembly Budget Committee
Lyndsay Mitchell, Consultant, Assembly Republican Office of Policy & Budget
Gary Olson, Consultant, Assembly Republican Office of Policy & Budget
Daryl Thomas, Consultant, Assembly Republican Office of Policy & Budget
Cory T. Jasperson, Director, Governmental Affairs, Judicial Council
Alona Daniliuk, Administrative Coordinator, Governmental Affairs, Judicial Council
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